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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you are looking for something like a novel-wise approach look 
somewhere elseBy Yiannis ZampelisIn a word, this is the top academic-level set of works regarding Japanese history. 
If you need something really profound and serious, go for it. If you are looking for something like a novel-wise 
approach look somewhere else.Ignore poor ratings, the guys obviously did not realize what they bought and why.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. This book is a great source of informationBy Tristan Sodergren-BaarThis 
book is a great source of information. You need a general knowledge of Japanese history to better understand the 
articles, but they are so rich in information, that it's not hard to catch on.16 of 17 people found the following review 
helpful. Attempting to salvage an undeserved ratingBy Nick SommerIt's absurd that the only rating on the abridged 
version of Sources of Japanese Tradition would be a 2/5 stars. A note to the person who yielded such a ludicrous 
score: de Bary is an authority in Japanese culture studies, and given his credentials as an editor, the Sources series is 
wonderfully written. You are reviewing a historical survey and complaining that you were unable to retain the 
information on one page? Perhaps that's because you are delving into a field which requires at least some prior 
knowledge of terminology? Perhaps you should stick to the High School textbooks you seem to have a more enjoyable 
time reading? Either way, the review function serves so you can arbitrarily rate your experience-- if it is a negative 
one, you should back it up with more than "couldn't retain information; high school textbooks easier."I have both of 
the unabridged copies from Sources, and they are both brimming with information cover to cover, if there is a problem 
with information retention then perhaps it is time to grab a pen and start taking notes.

For almost fifty years, Sources of Japanese Tradition has been the single most valuable collection of English-language 
readings on Japan. Unrivalled in its wide selection of source materials on history, society, politics, education, 
philosophy, and religion, the two-volume textbook is a crucial resource for students, scholars, and readers seeking an 
introduction to Japanese civilization. Originally published in a single hardcover book, Volume 2 is now available as an 
abridged, two-part paperback. Part 1 covers the Tokugawa period to 1868, including texts that address the spread of 
neo-Confucianism and Buddhism and the initial encounters of Japan and the West. Part 2 begins with the Meiji period 
and ends at the new millennium, shedding light on such major movements as the Enlightenment, constitutionalism, 
nationalism, socialism, and feminism, and the impact of the postwar occupation. Commentary by major scholars and 
comprehensive bibliographies and indexes are included.Together, these readings map out the development of modern 
Japanese civilization and illuminate the thought and teachings of its intellectual, political, and religious leaders.

"Sources of Japanese Tradition is a treasure." -- John W. Dower"The volumes of Sources of Japanese Tradition have 
proved to be invaluable guides to the study of Japanese history and culture. Its publication is welcome news to all 
those who are interested in the origins of contemporary Japanese society and culture." -- Akira IriyeAbout the 
AuthorWm. Theodore de Bary is John Mitchell Mason Professor Emeritus and Provost Emeritus at Columbia 
University, and Director of the Heyman Center for the Humanities. He has written extensively on Confucianism in 
East Asia, and is coeditor of the first edition of Sources of Chinese Tradition, as well as Sources of Japanese Tradition 
and Sources of Korean Tradition. Richard Lufrano is assistant professor of Chinese history at the College of Staten 
Island and the author of Honorable Merchants: Commerce and Self-Cultivation in Late Imperial China. 


