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Bertram Wyatt-Brown : Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old South  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old South: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Important contribution to American social historyBy Deborah N. 
WallaceThe enduring cultural and political differences between "Red" and "Blue" states is explained in this detailed 
tome. Wyatt-Brown drew on diverse sources and applied methods of history, sociology, anthropology, and economics 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195325176


to paint a full picture of Southern heritage and its spread to other agricultural states.A must-read for citizens and 
scholars alike.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Required reading for the genealogist doing southern 
research.By William K. JohnsonIf you are into southern history, this book is required reading. There is so much about 
social customs of the south that you wouldn't know except for books like this. If you do genealogy of well-to-do 
southern families, this book is essential.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A classicBy Michael 
AriensBeautifully researched and written with verve and sensibility. Wyatt-Brown tells us much about how an ethic of 
honor shaped the antebellum south.

A finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the American Book Award, hailed in The Washington Post as "a work of enormous 
imagination and enterprise" and in The New York Times as "an important, original book," Southern Honor 
revolutionized our understanding of the antebellum South, revealing how Southern men adopted an ancient honor code 
that shaped their society from top to bottom. Using legal documents, letters, diaries, and newspaper columns, Wyatt-
Brown offers fascinating examples to illuminate the dynamics of Southern life throughout the antebellum period. He 
describes how Southern whites, living chiefly in small, rural, agrarian surroundings, in which everyone knew everyone 
else, established the local hierarchy of kinfolk and neighbors according to their individual and familial reputation. By 
claiming honor and dreading shame, they controlled their slaves, ruled their households, established the social 
rankings of themselves, kinfolk, and neighbors, and responded ferociously against perceived threats. The shamed and 
shameless sometimes suffered grievously for defying community norms. Wyatt-Brown further explains how a 
Southern elite refined the ethic. Learning, gentlemanly behavior, and deliberate rather than reckless resort to arms 
softened the cruder form, which the author calls "primal honor." In either case, honor required men to demonstrate 
their prowess and engage in fierce defense of individual, family, community, and regional reputation by duel, physical 
encounter, or war. Subordination of African-Americans was uppermost in this Southern ethic. Any threat, whether 
from the slaves themselves or from outside agitation, had to be met forcefully. Slavery was the root cause of the Civil 
War, but, according to Wyatt-Brown, honor pulled the trigger. Featuring a new introduction by the author, this 
anniversary edition of a classic work offers readers a compelling view of Southern culture before the Civil War.

"A remarkable achievement--a re-creation of the living reality of the antebellum South from thousands of bits and 
pieces of the dead past."--Walker Percy"A work of enormous imagination and enterprise. Employing a beautifully 
woven fabric of traditional storytelling and contemporary social science, Bertram Wyatt-Brown has altered and 
deepened our understanding of the Southern past--and thus, inevitably, of the American past as well."--Jonathan 
Yardley, Washington Post Book World"Unlike so many historians who have been interested in handing down 
judgments, favorable or unfavorable, on the Old South, Mr. Wyatt-Brown has studied Southerners much as an 
anthropologist would an aboriginal tribe. An important, original book which challenges so many widely held beliefs 
about the Old South."--David Herbert Donald, The New York TimesAbout the AuthorBertram Wyatt-Brown is 
Richard J. Milbauer Professor Emeritus at the University of Florida and a Visiting Scholar at Johns Hopkins 
University. The author of House of Percy: Honor, Melancholy, and Imagination in a Southern Family and The Shaping 
of Southern Culture: Honor, Grace, and War, he is past president of the Southern Historical Association, the Society 
for Historians of Early American History, and the St. George Tucker Society. He lives in Baltimore. 


