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Professor Tsugitaka Sato : State and Rural Society in Medieval Islam: Sultans, Muqta'S, and Fallahun (Islamic 
History and Civilization. Studies and Texts, V. 17)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised State and Rural Society in Medieval Islam: Sultans, Muqta'S, and Fallahun (Islamic 
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History and Civilization. Studies and Texts, V. 17): 

This book deals with the evolution of Islamic state and society from the 10th to the 14th centuries, focusing on the 
history of the Arab society under the iqt' (allocated tax revenue) system. The book offers a well documented study of 
the system with its use of hitherto unpublished Arabic manuscripts. The introductory chapter deals with the historical 
origins of the iqt' system, while chapters that follow discuss the history of the system in Iraq, Syria and Egypt, 
including systematic studies on the rural life and peasantry in Egypt. State and Rural Society in Medieval Islam is the 
first thorough, book-length study to show how this system may explain various historical phenomena in medieval 
Islam. The iqt' system now can be seen as a system with a comprehensive life of its own.

'"Tsugitaka Sato granted the Japan Academy Award" and the Imperial Award" for his book State and Rural Society in 
Medieval Islam.''..".the first inclusive and comprehensive survey of the history of the iq??'s...This study is based on a 
wide-ranging survey of both primary sources...a precious mine for scholars who work in these fields.'Amalia 
Levanoni, "Mamluk Studies , 1999.'..".un excellent outil de travail qui requiert cependant un approfondissement de la 
recherche pour l'Igypte pri-mamlouke.'Thierry Bianquis, "Studia Islamica, 1998.'"Tsugitaka Sato granted the "Japan 
Academy Award" and the "Imperial Award" for his book "State and Rural Society in Medieval Islam. '."..the first 
inclusive and comprehensive survey of the history of the iqt 's...This study is based on a wide-ranging survey of both 
primary sources...a precious mine for scholars who work in these fields."' Amalia Levanoni, "Mamluk Studies ," 1999. 
'."..un excellent outil de travail qui requiert cependant un approfondissement de la recherche pour l'Egypte pre-
mamlouke."' Thierry Bianquis, "Studia Islamica," 1998."'Tsugitaka Sato granted the Japan Academy Award and the 
Imperial Award for his book State and Rural Society in Medieval Islam.' '...the first inclusive and comprehensive 
survey of the history of the iqt's...This study is based on a wide-ranging survey of both primary sources...a precious 
mine for scholars who work in these fields.' Amalia Levanoni, Mamluk Studies , 1999. '...un excellent outil de travail 
qui requiert cependant un approfondissement de la recherche pour l'Egypte pre-mamlouke.' Thierry Bianquis, Studia 
Islamica, 1998.About the AuthorTsugitaka Sato, Litt.D. in History, the University of Tokyo (1942-2011), was 
Professor of History at the University of Tokyo. He published extensively on social and economic history in medieval 
Islam including Islamic Urbanism in Human History: Political Power and Social Networks (Kegan Paul International 
Ltd., 1996). 


