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S. D Goitein : Studiesin Islamic History and I nstitutions before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Studiesin Islamic History and Institutions:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Early Islamic HistoryBy William Garrison Jr."Studies in Islamic
History and Institutions" by Shelomo Dov Goitein (1966 2009). (Publisher's notes): "Goitein's selection of studies
dealing with Islamic history, religion, and institutions offers a wide-ranging, sensitive, and highly original introduction
to acivilization by one who lived al hislife studying and observing Islam. Eschewing simplistic notions, Goitein
poses fundamental questions vis--vis Muslim religious thought and practice, the evolution of the Islamic state in the
early Middle Ages, the characteristic facets of the civilization, and the periodization of its history. Although all but one
of the essays deal with the first seven centuries of Islamic history, Goitein frequently draws important connections
between the past and the present. Chapters: (I) The Four Faces of Islam; (2) The Intermediate civilization/The Hellenic
Heritagein Islam; (3) Prayer in Islam; (4) Ramadan; (5) The origins and nature of the Muslim Friday worship; (6) The
Birth-Hour of Muslim Law; (7) The sanctity of Jerusalem and Palestinein Early I1slam; (8) A Turning-Point in the
history of the Muslim State; (9) The origin of the Vizierate and its True character; (10) Attitudes towards government
in Islam Judaism; (11) The Middle Eastern Bougeoisie in Early Islamic times; (12) The Mentality of the Middle Class
in Medieval Islam; (13) The working people of the Mediterranean and its Muslim trade; (14) Cairo Genize documents;
(15) The unity of the Mediterranean world in the "Middle' Middle Ages; (16) Medieval Tunisia: Hub of the Arab
World); (17) Letters and documentsin the Indiatrade in Medieval times; (18) The beginnings of the Karin merchants;
(19) The present day Arabic proverb as atestimony to the Social Body of the Middle East. With a new foreword by


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0007ILNME

Norman A. Stillman. [Shelomo Dov Goitein (1900 - 1985) was born in the village Burgkundstadt in southern
Germany. He attended the universities of Frankfurt and Berlin, where he studied Islamic history under Joseph
Horovitz; abtaining his doctoral degreein 1923. In 1928, he was appointed Professor of Islamic History and Islamic
Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he founded the School of Asian and African studies and the
Israel Oriental Society. In 1938-1948, he served as Senior Education Officer in Mandatory Palestine. From 1948, he
began hislifeswork, "A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the
Documents of the Cairo Geniza." Goitein moved to the United Statesin 1957 and continued hiswork at the Institute
for Advanced Study at Princeton.]’

Goitein's selection of studies dealing with Ilamic history, religion, and institutions offers a wide-ranging, sensitive,
and highly original introduction to a civilization by one who lived all hislife studying and observing Islam. Eschewing
simplistic notions, Goitein poses fundamental questions vis-a-vis Muslim religious thought and practice, the evolution
of the Islamic state in the early Middle Ages, the characteristic facets of the civilization, and the periodization of its
history. Although all but one of the essays deal with the first seven centuries of Islamic history, Goitein frequently
draws important connections between the past and the present. A professional educator as well as researcher and
scholar, Goitein with a clarity and orderliness makes his subtly reasoned conclusions accessible to students and
scholars alike. He provides the reader with an opportunity to acquaint himself not only with the results of research, but
also with the methods by which they were obtained. With a new foreword by Norman A. Stillman.

From the Back CoverGoitein s selection of studies dealing with Islamic history, religion, and institutions offers awide-
ranging, sensitive, and highly original introduction to a civilization by one who lived al hislife studying and
observing Islam. Eschewing simplistic notions, Goitein poses fundamental questions vis- -vis Muslim religious
thought and practice, the evolution of the Islamic state in the early Middle Ages, the characteristic facets of the
civilization, and the periodization of its history. Although all but one of the essays deal with the first seven centuries of
Islamic history, Goitein frequently draws important connections between the past and the present. A professional
educator as well as researcher and scholar, Goitein with a clarity and orderliness makes his subtly reasoned
conclusions accessible to students and scholars alike. He provides the reader with an opportunity to acquaint himself
not only with the results of research, but also with the methods by which they were obtained. With a new foreword by
Norman A. Stillman, . . . .About the AuthorShelomo Dov Goitein (1900 - 1985) was born in the village Burgkundstadt
in southern Germany. He attended the universities of Frankfurt and Berlin, where he studied Islamic history under
Joseph Horovitz; obtaining his doctoral degreein 1923. In 1928, he was appointed Professor of Islamic History and
Islamic Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he founded the School of Asian and African studies and
the Israel Oriental Society. In 1938-1948, he served as Senior Education Officer in Mandatory Palestine. From 1948,
he began hislife'swork, A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the
Documents of the Cairo Geniza. Goitein moved to the United States in 1957 and continued his work at the Institute for
Advanced Study at Princeton. Goitein was awarded honorary degrees from many universities.



