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This book introduces the rich realities of the Buddhist tradition and the academic approaches through which they are 
studied. Based on personal experiences of Buddhism on the ground, it provides a reflective context within which 
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religious practices can be understood and appreciated. The engaging narratives cover a broad range of Buddhist 
countries and traditions, drawing on fieldwork to explore topics such as ordination, pilgrimage, funerals, gender roles, 
and film-making. All the entries provide valuable contextual discussion and are accompanied by photographs and 
suggestions for further reading.

"This volume assembles interesting and colorful pictures of Buddhism as actually practiced by ordinary and ordained 
people alike. The first-person narratives by long-term specialists draw the reader into sites such as towns and villages, 
temples and pagodas, funeral grounds and pilgrimage treks. The informative accounts underscore the cultural diversity 
of Buddhist practices and the importance they hold for the practitioners." - Martin Baumann, University of Lucerne, 
Switzerland "This text stands out with its unique dual focus on Buddhist practices and on the practices of those who 
study Buddhism. Readers will learn much from the contributors descriptions of an array of Buddhist rituals and frank 
reflections on the scholarly methods they have deployed in their fieldwork around the world." - Christopher Ives, 
Stonehill College, USA and author of Imperial-Way Zen "In less than 200 pages, this book succeeds in achieving its 
aims, providing a pioneering and rich account of contemporary Buddhism around the world. Its pedagogical value is 
clear, but the books worth is more than that of a teaching tool. This publication will certainly attract the attention and 
interest of specialists of Buddhism and, more broadly, sociologists of religion who will also be interested both in the 
diversity and complexity of Buddhism across different contexts and in the interdisciplinary dimension of the study of 
religious phenomena that this book illustrates and promotes." Florence Galmiche, cole des Hautes tudes en Sciences 
Sociales (EHESS), FranceAbout the AuthorJohn S. Harding received his PhD in Religious Studies from the University 
of Pennsylvania, USA. He is Associate Professor and Chair of the Religious Studies Department at the University of 
Lethbridge in Alberta, Canada. His books include Introduction to the Study of Religion with Hillary P. Rodrigues 
(2008) and Wild Geese: Buddhism in Canada with Victor Sogen Hori and Alexander Soucy (2010). 


