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R. D. Rosen : Such Good Girls: The Journey of the Holocaust's Hidden Child Survivors  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Such Good Girls: The Journey of the 
Holocaust's Hidden Child Survivors: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. would highly recommend this book and feel it should be reading 
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matter ...By CustomerI was born at the end of the war and and the book was eye opening and very moving. the history 
books tell us about what happened but I had no idea that children had been hidden. I suppose I should have and I 
suspect that there are many out there who are still unaware. I was born in Malta and as history tells us it was bombed 
very heavily. my mother and grandmother bore scares from the bombs. I also have read the book about anne frank so I 
have always wanted to know more. that the girls in the book went on to contribute so much shows a high level of 
bravery. would highly recommend this book and feel it should be reading matter in schools2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. HauntingBy HanziesmomThere is a song called "hell is for children" sung by Pat Benitar. 
This is one book that explains that song better than most. If we are not to repeat it we must remember it. This book 
should be required reading for all.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Stolen lives, tortured souls.By 
Venaye ReeceThis is a sobering tale that draws the reader along a descent into hell, but manages to keep the clear and 
hopeful view of human soul under duress. Conveys the hardship of those whose lives were so distorted by having to 
hide, flee and in many instances, deny their very core in order to survive.

Edgar Award-winning mystery novelist R. D. Rosen tells the story of the hidden children who survived the Holocaust 
through the lives of three girls hidden in three different countriesamong the less than 10 percent of Jewish children in 
Europe to survive World War IIwho went on to lead remarkable lives in New York City.Only one in ten Jewish 
children in Europe survived the Holocaust, many in hiding. In Such Good Girls, R. D. Rosen tells the story of these 
survivors through the true experiences of three girls.Sophie Turner-Zaretsky, who spent the war years believing she 
was an anti-Semitic Catholic schoolgirl, eventually became an esteemed radiation oncologist. Flora Hogman, protected 
by a succession of Christians, emerged from the war a lonely, lost orphan, but became a psychologist who pioneered 
the study of hidden child survivors. Unlike Anne Frank, Carla Lessing made it through the war concealed with her 
family in the home of Dutch strangers before becoming a psychotherapist and key player in the creation of an 
international organization of hidden child survivors.In braiding the stories of three women who defied death by 
learning to be such good girls, Rosen examines a silent and silenced generationthe last living cohort of Holocaust 
survivors. He provides rich, memorable portraits of a handful of hunted children who, as adults, were determined to 
deny Hitler any more victories, and he recreates the extraordinary event that lured so many hidden child survivors out 
of their grown-up hiding places and finally brought them together.

Rosentells the story of these women and the varied community of survivors with sensitivity and genuine affection. 
(Library Journal)R.D. Rosen has performed an essential service to both memory and understanding. The three women 
at the heart of Such Good Girls have lived remarkable lives, and Rosen has limned them with both empathy and grace. 
(Daniel Orkent, author of Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition)In the always harrowing and inspiring literature 
of Survival, R.D. Rosens Such Good Girls makes a poignant and well-told contribution...The good girls of this riveting 
tale pulled off the improbable, which he conveys with talent, warmth, and great humanity. (Thane Rosenbaum, author 
of The Golems of Gotham and Second Hand Smoke)The first book that delves into the lesser-known aspect of children 
in hiding and the aftermath of the war years. Richly anecdotal, it reveals what it was like to become someone else-for a 
while-and then back again to whom one was meant to be. (Myriam Abramowicz, co-director of As If It Were 
Yesterday)R.D. Rosen has written about Jewish girls hidden in plain sight during the holocaust with such compassion 
and precision that his beautifully crafted words give a new voice to an unspeakable time. Such Good Girls is a story 
you will not forget. (Betsy Carter, author of The Puzzle King)R.D. Rosen proves a deft chronicler of the uncertainty, 
upheaval and turmoil experienced by his subjectsMost powerful of all, he makes us see how the Holocausts hidden 
children succeeded against the odds not just once, by surviving, but twice, through the resonant new lives they 
subsequently forged. (Wall Street Journal)From the Back CoverSophie Turner Zaretsky survived the Holocaust 
without even knowing she was Jewish, while her terrified, widowed mother worked for a Nazi in Poland as a 
"Christian" bookkeeper. Flora Hogman, orphaned by the Final Solution, was shuttled through southern France, from 
convents to the homes of one Christian family after another, clueless about her real identity. Carla Lessing and her 
family hid upstairs in the apartment of a defiant Dutch barber who protected them for more than two years while 
cutting German soldiers' hair on the first floor.Sophie, Flora, and Carla survived not only the Holocaustamong the 
mere 10 percent of European Jewish children who didbut their own survival as well. In Such Good Girls, Rosen traces 
their lives from traumatic childhood to triumphant adulthood, following each of them to New York City, where they 
slowly emerged from the devastation of their early years to devote their careers to helping others. It was there, in 1991, 
that they played important roles in the groundbreaking event that, for the first time, brought together hidden child 
survivors scattered around the world.A chance meeting with Sophie sent author R. D. Rosen on a journey to grasp the 
scope of Nazi extermination of Europe's Jews and to honor hidden children, the very last generation of survivors to 
have witnessed the Holocaust firsthand.About the AuthorR. D. Rosen has written or coauthored numerous books 
spanning different genresfrom an Edgar Award-winning mystery novel to narrative nonfiction, including 
Psychobabble (a word he coined in 1975) and A Buffalo in the House. He has appeared as a humorist and satirist on 



PBS, HBO, and NPR's All Things Considered. 


