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Sonya Lee : Surviving Nirvana: Death of the Buddha in Chinese Visual Culture  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Surviving Nirvana: Death of the Buddha in Chinese 
Visual Culture: 

The Buddha's nirvana marks one of the pivotal moments in the history of Buddhism. My book explores how this event 
was made into a powerful allegory of survival in premodern China through the nirvana image. In diverse settings, the 
motif compelled devotees to redefine what the Buddhist faith meant in their lives.

Sonya Lee has crafted an excellent, carefully nuanced, and comprehensive study of the powerful symbolism embodied 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9622091253


in images of the Buddha's 'death' from the sixth through the twelfth centuries. Lee's work makes a significant 
contribution to the ongoing discourse re-assessing the evolution of Chinese Buddhism, now no longer perceived as a 
mere redaction or adaptation of its Indian antecedent. This important, beautifully illustrated, and thoroughly 
documented book will certainly become a 'must' for serious students of Chinese Buddhism. (Annette Juliano, Rutgers 
University)A very thorough, wide-ranging study of nirvana...Recommended. (Choice)About the AuthorSonya Lee is 
assistant professor of art history an East Asian languages and cultures at the University of Southern California. 


