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4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Special Book About the CheyenneBy William J. O'ConnorFather
Peter J. Powell'swork with the Cheyenneisin aclass by itself. His telling of storiesin the mythic past of the
Cheyenne have a depth of understanding worthy of Campbell, Zimmer and Eliade. So many books on the Native
Americans are not satisfying because the authors do not know enough to ask the right questions and they merely repeat
what other authors have written. Father Powell lived among the Cheyenne, became a very trusted informant and tells
the stories with an uncommon grasp of the subject. Hislist of primary sourcesisimpressive, more so as we learn who
many of these people are and who their fathers, mothers and grandparents were. The way he moves from present to
near past to distant past to mythic past and back to present reinforces Cheyenne belief that the distance between them
is much shorter than our culture thinks. A wonderful source book, it fillsin so many gaps between Grinnell, Hyde,
Bent and Lavender--and takes us deeper than any of them.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What a
wonderful book for anyone interested in a deep study of ...By Jim PetersonWhat a wonderful book for anyone
interested in adeep study of Cheyenne culture! Written with great skill and with impeccable documentation, the book
describes the deep meaning of the Sacred Hat, Arrows Bundle and the Sundance. | recommend it without reservation
to anyone interested in areal understanding of the Cheyenne people.O of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Great Book about the Cheyenne! By Valerie LovejoyVery good condition, thank you. If you want to know about the
beauty way of the Cheyenne Indian, thisisareally good read!

Sweet Medicine is the most comprehensive record ever made of the ceremonies of the Northern Cheyennes. Volume
One recountstribal history against the background of the two great spiritual tragediesin Cheyenne life, the loss of the
Sacred Arrows and the desecration of the Sacred Buffalo Hat. VVolume Two records the contemporary Sacred Arrow
and Sun Dance ceremonies in their entirety. Father Peter J. Powell, who has observed and participated in the rites
many times, was given special permission by the Keepers of the Two Great Covenants, the Chiefs, the Headmen, and
the Priests to record them in words and photographs.

About the AuthorFather Peter J. Powell was founder and first director of St. Augusting's Center for American Indians,
Chicago. Heis also the author of the two-volume People of the Sacred Mountain. He is an Honorary Chief of the
Northern Cheyenne People. Since 1972 he has been a Research Associate of The D'Arcy McNickle Center for
American Indian History, The Newberry Library, Chicago.



