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Donal Cruise O'Brien isaleading authority on Islam in Africa. Thisis acollection of hiswriting over the last 30 years,
some significantly rewritten to render this a coherent book to use for teaching about the interplay between palitics and
Islam in Africa. The author's main argument is that much of politicsin Africais negotiated through use of symbols,
and can not be separated from the religious origins and the systems of belief from which they originate. The book
focuses on Senegal, afascinating example of the spread of Muslim brotherhoods and their overarching influence on
the construction and decision-making processes of the state.

"There is no one better equipped than Donal Cruise O'Brien to address from a political science perspective the themes
of ‘old' and 'new' forms of African Islam."--Peter Clark, Theology and Religious Studies, King's College, University of
L ondon" Strongly recommended; a welcome effort to provide the public with an easy accessto Cruise O'Brien's
work."--Roman Loimeier, Center for African Studies, University of Bayreuth



