
[Online library] Symbols of Authority in Medieval Islam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the 
Delhi Sultanate

Symbols of Authority in Medieval Islam: History, Religion and 
Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate

Blain H. Auer 
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF 

#4607191 in Books I. B. Tauris 2012-08-15 2012-09-18Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.88 x 1.06 x 
5.68l, 1.00 #File Name: 1848855672264 pages | File size: 47.Mb

Blain H. Auer : Symbols of Authority in Medieval Islam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi 
Sultanate  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Symbols of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1848855672


Authority in Medieval Islam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate: 

With the execution of the Abbasid caliph in Al-Musta'sim in 1258, Sunni authority and legitimacy in Baghdad began 
to disintegrate, and the recently established Delhi Sultanate became a new focus for the development of Muslim 
societies amidst a global shift in Islamic authority. Here Blain Auer investigates the ways three historians living in 
India during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, Minhaj Siraj Juzjani, Ziya' al-Din Barani and al-Din Siraj 'Afif, 
narrated the religious values of Muslim sovereigns through the process of history writing. Aiding the project of empire 
building, these historians and intellectuals drew up an idea of an Islamic heritage that invented and reinterpreted 
conceptions of a historically rooted Muslim authority. With fresh insights on the intersections between religion, 
politics and historiography, this book will be indispensable for all those interested in Islamic studies, history, religion, 
politics, and South Asia.

Blain Auers book brings a refreshing new approach to the sources of Sultanate history.-Daud Ali, Associate Professor 
and Chair of South Asia Studies, University of Pennsylvania.An outstanding contribution, skillfully utilizing 
intellectual frameworks from religious studies, history and area studies, that explores the array of Islamic values that 
legitimize constructions of religious and political authority in Muslim South Asia.-Ali Asani, Professor of Indo-
Muslim and Islamic Religion and Cultures and Director of the Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Islamic Studies Program, 
Harvard University.This elegantly written book offers a nuanced and innovative reading of Delhi Sultanate 
historiography, moving beyond earlier approaches to the material by analyzing the discursive formations of royal 
power and legitimacy. Auer provides a masterful analysis of various narratological devices deployed in the Persian 
historical sources of the period that promote the religious and political authority of the Delhi sultans. This includes a 
rich examination of the patterns of sacred authority found in the lives of the prophets, the memorialization of Sufi 
saints, as well as in architectural, codicological and numismatic displays of power. Auer sheds light on how the rulers 
of the Delhi Sultanate ideologically grafted themselves into the larger arc of Islamic salvation history and does an 
excellent job situating this important period within the scholarly field of Islamic studies.-Travis Zadeh, Assistant 
Professor of Religion, Haverford College, Philadelphia.About the AuthorBlain Auer is Assistant Professor of Islamic 
Studies in the department of Comparative Religion at Western Michigan University. He studies the religious, cultural, 
and historical dimensions of Islamic societies, specializing in pre-modern South Asia. 


