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Lao-tzu : Tao Te Ching  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Tao Te Ching: 

146 of 152 people found the following review helpful. Just breatheBy RoshAs with so many books, we endure the 
scholarly and erudite reviewers who claim to know which text and translation is the most recondite, the most accurate, 
the most true to the original. I don't know about all that. I know Lao Tsu was so important to Asian culture and life, 
and I know this book makes me feel whole again with each reading. I slow down, and his true words align the iron 
filings in my heart.Let the educated debaters go on with their "Ten thousand things" arguing about translations and 
meanings. They miss the point. Get this book, make some tea, turn of the incessant rattlings in your brain and the 
screens in your home and relax to ancient wisdom that has influenced millions of hearts and minds for thousands of 
years...16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Makes you thinkBy Spencer FloydA very interesting book 
that I enjoyed reading. All throughout this book it made me think in a much bigger perspective. If you are anything 
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like me you are probably reading these reviews to help you decide whether or not to buy this book. I am glade I bought 
it because it was a very easy and short read and was interesting. I recommend it to everybody.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A Beautiful and Accessible TranslationBy MThis is the best translation of The Tao I've read. 
I haven't read that many, but I was immediately struck with how accessible the language is while maintaining the great 
precision, delicacy and power. I looked for it because I had read that Thomas Merton really liked John Wu's 
translation of The Tao. I liked it so much, and couldn't find an e-version, that I ended up retyping the whole thing so I 
could carry it around on my phone. It's a very tiny size wise book, which at first I wasn't sure I liked, but now think it's 
a lovely idea because you could carry it around with you if you wanted. I believe there's a larger version of this 
translation, I think I saw it in a bookstore, but wasn't able to find it on line. In any case, it's a great translation and I 
think well worth getting.

This is a pre-1923 historical reproduction that was curated for quality. Quality assurance was conducted on each of 
these books in an attempt to remove books with imperfections introduced by the digitization process. Though we have 
made best efforts - the books may have occasional errors that do not impede the reading experience. We believe this 
work is culturally important and have elected to bring the book back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: ChineseAbout the AuthorCharles Johnston (1867-
1931), was steeped in the wisdom of eastern traditions, having translated the ten Principle (Mukhya) Upanishads of the 
Vedanta, the Bhagavad Gita, the Yoga Sutras of Patanjali, the Crest-Jewel of Wisdom and other works of 
Sankaracharya, the Tao Teh King of Lao Tze, along with a running translation/commentary on a series of Buddhist 
suttas. He also wrote at length on the religious traditions of both east and west, focusing largely on the Vedanta of 
India and the Christian texts of the New Testament. These writings have been collated posthumously under the title 
Hidden Wisdom: Collected Writings of Charles Johnston, a four volume set of over 2500 pages! In addition to this is a 
further 1600 pages in his five principle works (see below). His writings are not only impressive in quantity, but also in 
quality. He elucidates the worlds spiritual philosophies, from east to west, as one united whole, demonstrating the 
oneness of their core tenets and the high value of their essential teachings. Books by Charles Johnston: The Tao Te 
Ching: Lao Tzus Book of the Way and of Righteousness, 1st Edition (2016). ISBN: 978-1537196473. The Bhagavad 
Gita: Songs of the Master, 2nd (Expanded) Edition (2014). ISBN: 978-1490451404. The Yoga Sutras of Patanjali: The 
Book of the Spiritual Man, 3rd (Expanded) Edition (2014). ISBN: 978-1484926635. The Vedanta Philosophy of 
Sankaracharya, 1st Edition (2014). ISBN: 978-1495946691. The Mukhya Upanishads: Books of Hidden Wisdom, 1st 
Edition (2014). ISBN: 978-1495946530. Hidden Wisdom: Collected Writings of Charles Johnston (2014). Volume I 
ISBN: 978-1502711229 Volume II ISBN: 978-1502711380 Volume III ISBN: 978-1502711595 Volume IV ISBN: 
978-1502711953 The System of the Vedanta, Dr. Paul Deussen, tr. Charles Johnston, 1st Edition (1912). ISBN: 978-
1519117786 Essays and Article Collections by Johnston: Karma: Works and Wisdom The Memory of Past Births The 
Theosophy of the Upanishads Wisdom Traditions of East and West The Noble Teachings of Lord Buddha Unveiling 
the Wisdom of the Bible Emanation States of Consciousness The Beginning of Real Life On Initiation and the 
Mysteries The Logos Doctrine A Study of Ancient Speech and Writing 


