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17 of 18 people found the following review helpful. Thorough and thoughtfulBy A CustomerWhen it was written, 
Ko's book was one of the first to reconsider previously accepted views about women's status in China. The traditional 
readings had been that women were deprived, subjugated, and prisoners in their culture. While not attempting to paint 
a revisionary too-bright picture of women's lives, Ko considers the factors of class and economic status in the study of 
women. Her observations about women's reading and interaction are especially insightful and fascinating reading.

Rejecting both popular image and accepted Western and Chinese scholarship on the status of women in premodern 
China, this pathbreaking work argues that literate gentrywomen in seventeenth-century Jiangnan were far from being 
oppressed or silenced. The author reconstructs the social, emotional, and intellectual worlds of these women from the 
interstices between ideology, practice, and self-perception.

"Ko challenges simplistic depictions of women as victims and argues that within their social and cultural constraints, a 
women's literary culture developed that transcended public and private spheres and redefined womanhood. . . . This 
multifaceted book is a breakthrough in the study of women as part of Chinese cultural and social history." 
(Choice)Language NotesText: English, ChineseFrom the Back CoverKo challenges simplistic depictions of women as 
victims and argues that within their social and cultural constraints, a womens literary culture developed that 
transcended public and private spheres and redefined womanhood. . . . This multifaceted book is a breakthrough in the 
study of women as part of Chinese cultural and social history.Choice 


