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Mary Beth Mills : Thai Women in the Global Labor Force: Consuming Desires, Contested Selves  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Thai Women in the Global 
Labor Force: Consuming Desires, Contested Selves: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good buyBy BrownEyedGirl_21The book was in great condition for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=081352654X


being a "used" book. And the price was much appreciated too! As a college student it's nice to be able to find a good 
price for all the expensive books we need.The book itself isn't something I would read by my own choice but it was a 
good insite into their world.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Worst Book EverBy KimHad to read 
this book for school... I definitely wouldn't recommend it. It was extremely redundant and dry. I was not impressed.1 
of 2 people found the following review helpful. please up date bindingBy Annette Grant Cadyplease up date binding 
on this for it is a paper back . thank you0813526531FNSku X000NGSDG5Title Thai Women in the Global Labor 
Force: Consuming Desires, Contested SelvesBinding HardcoverPublisherVendor Code URUTG

Most research on female labor migration in Thailand focuses on that country's infamous sex industry. Mary Beth Mills 
offers the first extended ethnographic analysis of rural women's movement into less visible occupations, paying 
particular attention to the hundreds of thousands of young women who fill the factories and sweatshops of the 
Bangkok metropolis. Mills follows the women as they travel from the village of Baan Naa Sakae to Bangkok, where 
they encounter new forms of consumption, new "modern" lifestyles, and a new sense of identity. She finds this rural-
urban migration is more than a simple economic activity, but rather an elaborate process of cultural change.Mills 
describes the environments from which these women left, as well as the urban landscape they now call home. Hence, 
she examines key aspects of rural Thai community life, such as local consumption practices, gender roles, and the 
familial tensions that are often the catalyst to labor migration. Then she focuses on the city and the underlying tensions 
of urban employment as migrants pursue newly imagined identities as modern women, while still upholding economic 
and moral responsibilities to rural kin.

"Mills presents a thorough and complex picture of the kinds of changes and challenges confronting young Thai women 
today." -- Diane L. Wolf, author of Factory DaughtersFrom the Back CoverMost research on the female labor force in 
Thailand focuses on that country's infamous sex industry. Mary Beth Mills offers the first extended ethnographic 
analysis of less visible occupations, paying particular attention to the hundreds of thousands of young rural women 
who migrate to Bangkok to fill the factories and sweatshops of the metropolis. She sees this rural-urban migration as 
an elaborate process of cultural change, with broad implications for the future of the labor force. Mills describes key 
aspects of rural Thai community life, such as local consumer practices, gender roles, and the familial tensions that are 
often the catalysts for labor migration. She then focuses on the underlying tensions of urban employment as migrants 
pursue newly imagined identities as modern women, while still upholding economic and moral responsibilities to rural 
kin. By departing from the most common ethnographic portrayals of Thai women-as peasants or prostitutes- this book 
expands our understanding of how gender and gender relations are constructed, contested, and transformed in 
contemporary Thai society.About the AuthorMary Beth Mills is an assistant professor of Anthropology at Colby 
College. 


