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John Major Jenkins: The 2012 Story: The Myths, Fallacies, and Truth Behind the Most Intriguing Datein
History before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The 2012
Story: The Myths, Fallacies, and Truth Behind the Most Intriguing Date in History:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great BeginningBy MTKThe first part of the book where Jenkins
discusses the history of the Mayan people and cultureis very, very interesting and well written. | truly enjoyed it. The


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=158542823X

rest of the book... not so much. | got alittle tired of his repeated claims that others used his research and
misrepresented it for or to their own betterment. | got the feeling that Jenkins feelslike avictim. It also felt like he
went over and over the same things several times... at least too many times for me.5 of 5 people found the following
review helpful. | was disappointedBy L. Williamsl was looking for a book on 2012 that was based on science, not
hype. | had seen Jenkinsin interviews, and he sounded like the kind of author | was looking for.The only problem
was - the book is mostly about him (somewhat of an autobiography), and not much else. His LSD trip was not
something that | felt qualified him as an expert on archeology, but hislove of the Mayan people did shine through the
whole book.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A balanced synopsis of the "2012 phenomenon!"By
Jean-Paul A. HELDTMY TiTLE: A balanced synopsis of the *2012 phenomenon!"TAGS. 2012 prophecy, maya
calendar, cataclysm, galactic alignment, precession, endtime hype, world age, cosmology, preconceived

ideal REFERENCE: Jenkins, John Magjor, "The 2012 Story: The Myths, Fallacies, and Truth Behind the Most
Intriguing Date in History." First Edition. New Y ork, NY: Jeremy P. Tarcher/Penguin,
2000./(1HHHHHHTTETETTEEEEE T T ni s 496-page book by John Major Jenkins is a well-documented research
about the much hailed (and perhaps feared) "2010 phenomenon." Jenkinsis no newcomer to the "2012" scene. In his
own words, he has "been investigating May culture since 1985," and has produced several "books and articles on
Maya calendars and cosmology" (pp. 2).Rather than espousing a "doomsday" theory approach, or dismissing the
"2012" phenomenon as a hoax, Jenkins produces solid research of the traditional Maya calendar, combined with the
findings of astronomy, predicting arare "solar-galactic aignment" for 2012. Jenkins does NOT |eave the reader
guessing about his stance, as he explain his entire approach in aten-page introduction titled, "2012: An unstoppable
idea"’ (pp. 1-10). So why read on for thirteen more chapters? Simply to learn al there isto learn about such mysterious
subjects asthe "Long count” (pp. 58-81), the "Galactic alignment" (pp. 263-286), and Jenkins' own prediction of the
significance of the 2012 date (Chapters 12 and 13).John's book is very well documented, as it includes an index (pp.
465-483), 20 pages of notes (pp. 431-450), a bibliography of selected volumes (pp. 451-464), and two appendixes. a)
glossary of terms (pp. 415-424) and b) atimeline of the 2012 story (pp. 425-430).Finally, | tend to agree with John's
concept of human nature. John writes, "We need a shared ceremony, a mystery play to enact, in which both sides
sacrifice themselves and rebirth each other. Hearts [emotional/social] and minds [mental/economic] united, body
[physical/biological] and spirit [spiritual/moral values] humming together, evoking the great alchemical union of
opposites at the end of the cycle" (pp. 377, second , comments added in square brackets). This four-dimensional
concept is more pronounced in a direct quote from Barbara Tedlock, heading Jenkins' fourth chapter ("Breakthroughs
or breakdown?"). "Maya people [...] different systems of timekeeping [...] in the separate provinces of their biological
[physical/material], astronomical, psychological [mental/economic], religious [spiritual/moral values], and social
[emotional] redlities" (pp. 122, comments added in square brackets).Here, asin several other of my book reviews, |
wish to lodge my firm opposition to the system of end notes. Even though John has no less than 372 notes (i.e., 4 + 29
+31+27+37+47+68+17+2+24+26+9+ 32+ 15+ 4 =372), they are of little or no value to the average
reader, as they are quasi-hidden and mostly useless in an 18-page section (pp. 432-449), following the appendices. No
average reader in his/her right mind is going to flip back and forth 372 times between the reference number in the
main text (e.g., # 22, in Chapter One, on page 41) and the actual note at the end of the book (e.g., note # 22 on pp.
432). It is beyond my comprehension why publishers "insist" on the endnote system. Footnotes are so much more
practical and user-friendly. Even though John's book has this negative defect, assuming it is the publisher's
responsibility, i give the book a5* (five star) rating.What | do appreciate, however, about John's writing, is that, here
and there, he gives the reader afew snippets about John's academic experience and principles learned along the way.
These principles are useful and applicable in other spheres of intellectual inquiry, such as philosophy, anthropology, or
theology. | wish to quote two examples of such principles: 1) "There's a problem in how scholars emphasize certain
facets of an ancient culture. A tendency to make them relatable to modern minds will emphasize characteristics that
are recognizable in our own culture--areflex called reification [...]. Scholars consequently do not try to shift their
consciousness in order to perceive the unique traits of an ancient culture and are instead content to interpret it through
the unmoving filters of their own paradigm's values and assumptions” (pp. 51, third paragraph). I'd call the principle
embodied in this quote the principle of "having a preconceived agenda," and no amount of new datawill sway the
(often unaware) holder of this principle to embracing a new perspective, or even the possibility of alegitimate
aternative.And John's second quote goes like this, 2) "Y uri Knorosov [...] experienced the epitome of what happens
when an outsider advances a new insight. The insight was shocking to the establishment because it came about not by
amazing more and more data until the correct interpretation appeared; no, the data had been lying around for decades,
waiting for the right person to come along and reframe the material in such away that the right interpretation clicked
into place" (pp. 55, third paragraph, underlined emphasis added in both direct quotes). Perhaps the principle embodied
in this quote can be called the principle of "the revolutionary, transforming, and reforming insight from a nave,
innocent, unbiased, typically non-professional outsider to the establishment in any discipline."When | read these
principles, | cannot help but reflecting on the dilemma that has plagued the Christian church since the close of the
apostolic period (See Acts 28:31), namely the debate over the day of rest and worship: isit the "seventh day Sabbath"



(now referred to as Saturday), or isit the "first day of the week," now referred to as Sunday? No amount of new data
seems to sway proponents of one view to the alternative view, and vice and versaaNOTE: Should you have any
comment(s) and/or suggestion(s) about thisreview, | can be reached viaemail at [...]. | look forward to hearing from
you i Ordered from .com; received { delivered} on Mar 01, 2010 8:27:00 AM; first
reading between Wed 2010-3-3 (2:41am) and Mon 2010-03-08 (9:40am). Word count = 902/990. Book review
submitted to .com on 2010-03-27 (11:18pm).

From the pioneering author who hel ped introduce the question of 2012 into the global spiritual community comes an
epic exploration of the authentic origins and meaning of this portentous date. Drawing from his own groundbreaking
research (including his involvement in the modern reconstruction of Mayan 2012 cosmology), John Major Jenkins has
created the crucial guide to 2012, surveying its roots in Mayan cosmology, modern astronomy, ancient prophecy, and
metaphysical philosophy and exploring why it has become afocal point for millions today.

From Publishers WeeklyAnthropol ogist Jenkins (Galactic Alignment) has been investigating Mayan culture since
1985, helping unveil the Mayan calendar system that predicts a once-in-26,000-years "astronomical alignment”-the
solstice sun and the Milky Way with the galactic center-occurring on December 12, 2012, a date that's gained an
apocalyptic reputation in the popular consciousness. Jenkins believes that the Mayans, just like their Greek, Indian,
Babylonian, and Egyptian contemporaries, have much to teach us, but nothing about a global cataclysm. Applying the
concepts of Mayan cyclical cosmology-in particular, a transformation-and-renewal creation myth not unlike other
religions-he suggests that 2012 "basically represents a shift from one World Age to the next" occurring over decades,
not hours: "Theworld isin acrisis. Systems need to be transformed and spiritually centered social activismis called
for." He believes that the Indian idea of an "indigenous mind" offers an alternative to modern materialism, "oriented
more to... maintaining balance with a sustainable value system." He also finds hopeful signsin farming, beer brewing,
energy innovation, and health-food communities, as well as the popularity of meditation and other ways of freeing
oneself from "the tangled knot of illusion.” Thisintroduction to Mayan culture, from the scientist who uncovered
much of it, replaces silly disaster scenarios with something both truthful and provocative. Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "By far the best and most authoritative guide to the
2012 phenomenon. | doubt it will be followed by anything better." -Richard Smoley, "Quest" magazine "One of the
most popular author in the 2012 category, [John Major Jenkins] helped usher in this craze." -Lisa Miller, "Newsweek"
"As much as Jenkins has made a place for himself in the 2012 discussion through his independent research on the
Maya and precession, he has made an even greater impact by applying academic rigor to the theories of his
contemporaries and exposing...their inconsistencies with established Mayanist scholarship." -Benjamin Anastas, "The
New Y ork Times Magazine" "The most global and erudite voice of a swelling chorus of Galactic Center theorists. By
framing the subject in the context of the Primordial Tradition, he raisesit to a new level of seriousness and of
reassurance.” -Joscelyn Godwin, Colgate University "A fascinating journey through the history of the ancient
Maya...Combining impeccable scholarship with incisive critical intellect, the author dispels the misconceptions and
sensational speculations." -Stanislav Grof, M.D., author of "Psychology of the Future" About the AuthorJohn Major
Jenkinsis a pioneer of the 2012 movement. The author of nine previous books on the subject, heis credited with

hel ping introduce the topic into the spiritual culture and was the first to voice the concept that 2012 coincides with a
galactic alignment of earth, the sun, and the center of the galaxy. Jenkins has taught classes at the Institute of Maya
Studiesin Miami, the Maya Calendar Congress in Mexico, the Esalen Institute, Naropa University, and many other
venues both nationally and abroad. His work has been widely discussed on national radio and television.



