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David S. Wyman : The Abandonment of the Jews: America and the Holocaust 1941-1945  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Abandonment of the Jews: America and 
the Holocaust 1941-1945: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Compelling, Comprehensive, and DisturbingBy EarlBWithout 
getting into the entire synopsis of the story, Wymann's book, somewhat monumental on the subject, is not only 
disturbing and perhaps even depressing, but well researched and well written.At least for me, the perk of this book is 
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that it escapes the sometimes classical book: simply rushing in one subject. Wymann may have just wrote 400+ pages 
all looming with the message "the Allies abandoned the Jews". This would not be very informative. But the author 
evades drilling one point over and over. He visits several different scenarios - for example, there is large coverage of 
the immigration restrictions; and there's a part about the Allies' evasiveness in backing plans, sometimes the part of 
only a few individuals, such as State Department heads and etc. And of course there's the discussion of the plans to the 
trains to Auschwitz, etc.In all, it is a voluminous work. Though the subject has hardly faded since the 1980s when the 
books was written, this book is certainly a significant, if not a basic, source on that subject.If readers are interested 
further, Martin Gilbert has also written a book on the subject which is equal in quality to Wymann's book, if not better: 
Auschwitz the Allies. While Wymann brings much study on the pre-war immigration restrictions and refusal of refuge 
to Jews, Gilbert focuses mainly on the Allies' knowledge of, and reaction to, the Holocaust.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. A truthful account of America and the situation of the European Jews in World War II.By 
Anthony TheilleThis is one of the best books that I have read on America and the. fate of the European Jews during 
World War II. I would recommend this book to anyone who wants the truth about the role that America played with 
regard to the situation of the European Jews in World War II.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good 
referenceBy krystalbirdI haven't finished reading it but it's well written yields good information so far.

The Abandonment of the Jews received enormous critical and commercial attention when it was first released in 1984, 
appearing on the New York Times bestseller list for five weeks as well as on its Best Books of the Year list. A 
selection of the History Book Club and the Jewish Book Club, it has sold over 100,000 copies in its various editions.In 
this landmark work, David S. Wyman argues that a substantial commitment to rescue European Jews on the part of the 
United States almost certainly could have saved several hundred thousand of the Nazis victims. Widely considered to 
be the definitive book on the subject, The Abandonment of the Jews won the National Jewish Book Award, the 
Anisfield-Wolf Award, the Present Tense Literary Award, the Stuart Bernath Prize from the Society for Historians of 
American Foreign Relations, and the Theodore Saloutos Award of the Immigration History Society, and was 
nominated for the National Book Critics Circle Award.This edition includes a new preface by the author discussing the 
ongoing controversy aroused by the book since its original publication.

"A monumental volume: sweeping in its scope, stunning in its insight, and enduring in its importance. . . . A damning 
indictment." The Wall Street Journal"Never before has the evidence been marshaled so painstakingly, with such 
meticulous scholarship and to such effect." The Washington Post Book World"We will not see a better book on this 
subject in our lifetime." Leonard Dinnerstein, The Journal of American History 


