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Benoy K. Behl : The Ajanta Caves. Ancient Paintings of Buddhist India before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Ajanta Caves: Ancient Paintings of Buddhist India:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Before or after the visitBy Nanckauf This beautiful book serves both
as an introduction to the Ajanta Caves before going and certainly as a documentary of what you've seen, once you're
back. But don't consider packing it for the journey asit's quite heavy.The text contributors are knowledgeable and
aptly chosen.11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Beautifully PhotographedBy A Customerlf you are
planning atrip to India, you should consider visiting the caves at Ajanta. If you are planning to visit the caves, you
should read this book before the trip. Y ou will get alot more out of the experience of the cavesif you know the Jataka
stories and understand the Buddhist iconography described in this book.Even if you have no plans to travel to Ajanta,
the boook contains beautiful photograpghs which will make a nice addition to any collection of art books or, for that
matter, to any coffee table.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful By Eric MuellerBeautiful

In 1819, a group of British soldiers chanced upon the Ajanta caves, lying in aravine of the Waghorariver some 200
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miles north-east of Bombay. Ranging in date from the 2nd century BC to the 6th century AD, the exquisite Buddhist
paintings and scul ptures that they found there now rank among the world's most important cultural treasures. Here,
Benoy K. Behl captures some of the finest works of Buddhist art in al their glory and luminosity. The exquisite
mural s depict the Jatakas (tales of previous incarnations) of Lord Buddha, scenes of princely processions, ladies with
their handmaidens, bejewelled animals, ascetics in monasteries and fantastical birds and beasts, al with a startling
degree of sophistication. What is unique about the paintings is their humanity: the men and women of thisworld have
the capacity to adore - they look upon each other with expressions of infinite caring. Ajanta provides virtually the only
evidence remaining of painting styles that first developed in India and then travelled with the spread of Buddhism as
far as Japan and Korea. potent symbol of the great beauty of Indias rich artistic past.



