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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. ) and it's 26 letter alphabet is humankind's greatest blessing as well
as our greatest curseBy CustomerUnbelievable book. This explains so many of the injustices of our present day
Society. Our versatile powerful English language (500,000 words from 26 letters!) and it's 26 |etter alphabet is
humankind's greatest blessing as well as our greatest curse.Long Live the Goddess and sacred Feminine and all that
she stands for! "For too long hasit been a'Man's World', with Woman in her place, down with all that | say and
empower woman with her loving grace!" -- Heman Chase Mill Hollow NH3 of 3 people found the following review
helpful. WE see through this work the active pre-meditated disavowal and removal of the active presence of the
Divinel in the FeminineBy James Reed "Dharman"IT isreally an "eye opening" experience to see the conscious and
pre-meditated practices and actions initiated in al of the ancient societies and visible throughout the ancient world in
general and the modern world in particular that were directed toward removing and invalidating the acceptance and
acknowledgement of the Divine Principal in Women and Feminine consciousness. The old confrontational relationship
between The Right brain and the Left Brain is clearly revealed and defined by Dr. Shlain as are the fundamental ways
that these active forces are responsible for defining our current "battle of the sexes".Truly a seminal work on
understanding the manner in which these polarizing and fundamentally opposite perspectivres created our "modern
"undrstanding/ignorance at the deepest levels of our society. The battle between Heart and Mind has a much deeper
source than we ever considered and and the research on this book proves that in the clearest terms possible.Read this
and you will know!4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Thought ProvokingBy R. ErazoThought
provoking.... | have read several negative reviews, and it seems those reviewers actually didn't read the book well. The
author many times uses the expression "I propose" which implies that what he writesis not a scientific claim. Heis
just giving his personal insight of avery interesting topic. Yes, thereisalack of evidence in many topics but thisis not
ascientific book. | really enjoyed reading it because is full of interesting historical information, and | must say that this
book gave me a new insight to try understand human relationships.

This groundbreaking book proposes that the rise of alphabetic literacy reconfigured the human brain and brought about
profound changesin history, religion, and gender relations. Making remarkable connections across brain function,
myth, and anthropology, Dr. Shlain shows why pre-literate cultures were principally informed by holistic, right-brain
modes that venerated the Goddess, images, and feminine values. Writing drove cultures toward linear left-brain
thinking and this shift upset the bal ance between men and women, initiating the decline of the feminine and ushering
in patriarchal rule. Examining the cultures of the Israglites, Greeks, Christians, and Muslims, Shlain reinterprets
ancient myths and parablesin light of histheory. Provocative and inspiring, this book is a paradigm-shattering work
that will transform your view of history and the mind.

.com "Literacy has promoted the subjugation of women by men throughout all but the very recent history of the West,"
writes Leonard Shlain. "Misogyny and patriarchy rise and fall with the fortunes of the alphabetic written word.” That's
a pretty audacious claim, one that The Alphabet Versus the Goddess provides extensive historical and cultural
correlations to support. Shlain's thesis takes readers from the evolutionary steps that distinguish the human brain from
that of the primates to the development of the Internet. The very act of learning written language, he argues, exercises
the human brain's left hemisphere--the half that handles linear, abstract thought--and enforces its dominance over the
right hemisphere, which thinks holistically and visually. If you accept the idea that linear abstraction is a masculine
trait, and that holistic visualization is feminine, the rest of the theory fallsinto place. Theflip sideisthat asvisual
orientation returns to prominence within society through film, television, and cyberspace, the status of women
increases, soon to return to the equilibrium of the earliest human cultures. Shlain wisely presents this view of history
as plausible rather than definite, but whether you agree with his wide-ranging speculations or not, he provides readers
eager to "understand it all" with much to consider. --Ron HoganFrom Library Journal The advantages of aliterate
society are self-evident, but is there adark side to language? In this extraordinary book, Shlain, a surgeon and the
author of Art and Physics (LJ 9/1/91), argues that when cultures acquire literacy, the brain's left hemisphere dominates
the rightwith enormous consequences. Alphabetic writing, Shlain believes, "subliminally fosters a patriarchal
outlook" at the expense of feminine values. Focusing on Western cultures, Shlain surveys world history and religion to
illustrate how alphabet literacy fosters extremes of intolerance. Indeed, a subtheme of the book is that overreliance on
the left hemisphere "initialy leads a society through a period of demonstrable madness.” Such aberrations as group
suicide, religious persecution, and witch-hunting are the result of a dominant linear, reductionist, and abstract method
of perception. While admitting that "correlation does not prove causality,” Shlain presents aforceful case based on a
wealth of circumstantial evidence. An absorbing, provocative, and, ironically, highly literate work that should receive
considerable review attention; recommended for most public and academic libraries.Laurie Bartolini, MacMurray
Call. Lib., Springfield, ILCopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorLeonard Shlain isthe
author of Art Physics: Parallel Visionsin Space, Time Light, and The Alphabet Versus the Goddess: The Conflict
Between Word and Image. He is the chief of laparoscopic surgery at CaliforniaMedical Center in San Francisco.



