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Richard W. Etulain, Michael P. Malone : The American West, Second Edition: A Modern History, 1900 to the 
Present  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The American 
West, Second Edition: A Modern History, 1900 to the Present: 

3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. it's a text book.By C. R. HaywardThis book, while accurat enough 
(and I'm not denying the importance of that), reads like a dull text book. As any general text, it attempts to cover all 
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topics, and by doing so, diminishes some important topics. The political and cultural changes of the 1960s, which 
arguably started in the West, seem to be toxic to the authors who barely mention the topic. If you're looking to read a 
straight ahead text, this one is for you. If you want any kind of insight, keep looking.

The American West is the only book-length historical overview of the post-1900 American West. This balanced, 
comprehensive account of the modern West skillfully delineates the changes and resulting complexities that 
characterize the twentieth-century West. The authors consider the ways in which urban, service, and computer-related 
industries have replaced rural, extractive, and agricultural economies. They also trace the steps by which western 
politics shifted from New Deal principles to more conservative, Republican policies.

A fair and far-reaching synthesis. It is clearly the best single volume available on its subject. Malone and Etulain treat 
difficult topics in even-handed and often insightful fashion.Peter Iverson, Great Plains Quarterly 


