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Tarek Heggy : The Arab Cocoon: Progressand Maodernity in Arab Societies before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Arab Cocoon: Progress and Modernity in Arab
Societies:

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Key analysis of the Arab worldBy SharonTarek Heggy has spent the
past 30 yearstaking acritical ook at the world in which he lives --the Arab world -- and what needs to be done to
bring it into step with the values of progress and modernity. This latest book describesin great detail what challenges
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his world faces and also what can be done to overcome them. In atime of great polarity and fear surrounding the
sensitive issues he covers, Tarek Heggy's approach is a balanced, objective, and hopeful one. | found this book one of
the most accessible, clear, and thorough analyses of the Arab Muslim world | have yet to encounter. Thisbook isa
"must read" to help understand the unfolding events in the Arab world today.0 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Thought provoking analysis of the challenges faced by the Arab world todayBy SharonTarek Heggy has spent
the past 30 years taking a critical look at the world in which he lives --the Arab world -- and what needs to be done to
bring it into step with the values of progress and modernity. This latest book describesin great detail what challenges
his world faces and also what can be done to overcome them. In atime of great polarity and fear surrounding the
sensitive issues he covers, Tarek Heggy's approach is a balanced, objective, and hopeful one. | found this book one of
the most accessible, clear, and thorough analyses of the Arab Muslim world | have yet to encounter.

In The Arab Cocoon, author Tarek Heggy explores the reasons behind the widespread refusal of Arabic-speaking
societiesto join in the march towards modernity and progress. The refusal, according to Heggy, is due to three
constraints, namely: (1) awidespread anti-modernity and anti-integration religious Islamic movement; (2) out-dated
educational systems; and (3) unhealthy hatred of the 'other'. He suggests that the systematic rejection of modernity and
progress which has resulted from these three constraintsis the direct cause for the confrontation between most of the
Arabic-speaking peoples and the West. It ensures that Arab culture, people, and their mentality are unable to integrate
in the march of civilization, based on progress and modernity. Very little - if anything - has been written in depth on
the Arab culture and mind. Writing in an informative and accessible style, Tarek Heggy offers the depth needed to
understand and deal with this expanding antimodernity culture, and consequently reduce clashes between the Arab and
Western worlds.



