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Gilbert Achcar : The Arabsand the Holocaust: The Arab-lsraeli War of Narratives before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Arabs and the Holocaust: The Arab-Israeli War
of Narratives:

1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. IndispensableBy P. DruckerEspecially in the aftermath of
Netanyahu's ill-informed comment about the Grand Mufti's role, Achcar's book is indispensable as a scholarly,
painstaking guide to the history.10 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Intruiging ViewpointsBy Mr. A.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0312569203

J. ScholefieldWhile Gilbert tries hard to set himself up as "balanced”, one does find oneself questioning at times how
fully one can accept his view-points as such--as istrue of any books on such a controversial topic.Overall,however, |
did find many very interesting different aspects of the Arab-Israeli situation presented by him,especialy as| came off
reading a biog. of Golda Meir.For an Australian who has seen the Mabo decision knock "Terra Nullius' on the head, |
found it especially intruiging to read many references to "aland without people for a people without land" being one
of the Zionist dlogans.At times main themes were repeated a little too often but this was still a worthwhile read for
anyone looking for areasonably balanced Arab viewpoint on thisissue.13 of 22 people found the following review
helpful. Who edited this?By Samuel 1saacsonMy one star is addressed at the poor state of the Kindle edition of
Achcar's book. The text isrife with typographical errors: the ligatures 'fi,' 'ffi,' 'ffl," and 'fl' are often simply rendered 'f.’
The word "organization" is almost always spelled "or gani zation." Many words have spurious hyphens and spaces
likely inherited from the print edition. Letters with macrons are rendered as enormous images on both the Kindle and
the Kindle Android app, so Achcar's trandliterations of Arabic are rather jarring to read and are impossible to find
when searching. Did Metropolitan Books proofread the electronic text at all?

There is no more inflammatory topic than the Arabs and the Holocaustthe phrase alone can occasion outrage. Political
scientist Gilbert Achcar analyzes the various Arab responses to Nazism, from the earliest intimations of the genocide,
through the creation of Isragl and the destruction of Palestine and up to our own time, critically ng the poalitical
and historical context for these responses and offering by the same token a unique ideological mapping of the Arab
world. While challenging distortions of the historical record, Achcar makes no concessions to anti-Semitism or
Holocaust denial. This pathbreaking, essential book provides a new basisfor Arab-lsraeli and Arab-Western
understanding.

From BooklistPolitical scientist and Middle East scholar Achcar (Clash of Barbarisms, 2002) offers a careful parsing
of amost incendiary topic: the use of references to the Holocaust in the rhetoric of the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Essentially, thisisaconflict of historical narratives deployed as argument: on one side are a bundle of sometimes-
conflicting narratives that invoke the Nazi genocide as an argument for the necessity of |sraels existence and certain
Israeli policies; on the other side are another set of sometimes-conflicting narratives that invoke the Nazi genocide in
articulating grievances against the I sragli state. Even more extreme, though unfortunately on the rise, as Achcar shows,
isthe use of the rhetoric of Holocaust denial as a political weapon. Y et, tracing the history of Holocaust discoursein
Arab-Isragli politics, the author suggests that, recent escalations aside, the evolving narratives ultimately intertwine in
away that invites the possibility of common ground. Calm and judiciousin tenor yet unyielding in itsintellectual
rigor, this selection may show the path out of a seemingly intractable dispute. --Brendan Driscoll Achcar offersa
careful parsing of amost incendiary topic. . . . Cam and judiciousin tenor yet unyielding initsintellectual rigor, The
Arabs and the Holocaust may show the path out of a seemingly intractable dispute. BooklistThisis arefreshing and
original study, showing clearly that Muslim anti-Semitism is neither universal, nor inevitable, nor subject to pat
explanations. The EconomistA fascinating, subtle, and original analysis of Israeli and Arab historical narratives.
Simon Sebag Montefiore, BBC History MagazineA systematic and scholarly refutation of the simplistic myths that
have arisen following the formation of Israel . . . the best book on the subject so far. Tariq Ali, The Guardian
(London)A sensitive and insightful exploration of an important dimension of the Middle East conflict--one that we
usually only encounter in angry sound hites. Gilbert Achcar's book, which combines meticulous scholarship and an
engaging style, is a significant contribution to the mutual understanding that isin such short supply. Peter Novick,
author of The Holocaust in American Lifeln this study Gilbert Achcar exposes a great deal of spurious scholarship on
the subject and places Arab attitudes towards the Holocaust and the Jews in their proper historical and intellectual
context. It is an erudite, perceptive, and highly original study that shines much-needed light on afield which has
tended to be dominated by partisanship and propaganda. Avi Shlaim, author of The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab
WorldEssential reading for anyone who seeks a balanced understanding of the place of Jews and the Holocaust in
Arab thinking today. Whether or not one agrees with Gilbert Achcar on every issue, he provides awelcome and well-
informed counterpoint to caricaturists and hate-mongers and fear-promoters of every persuasion. Hisis a voice of
moderation in a bitter conflict, and it is all the more valuable for being steeped in the history and idiom of the Arab
Middle East. Michadl R. Marrus, author of The Holocaust in HistoryThisis awork of breath-taking empathy,
examining one of the most painful and emotion-laden topics in the modern world with dispassion, sensitivity and high
erudition. Gilbert Achcar combines a historian's profound understanding of the workings of Arab political discourse
with afine appreciation of the traumatic valence of every aspect of thistopic. This magisterial study constitutes a
welcome advance on the often meretricious and mediocre scholarship produced thus far on the important topic of the
Arabs and the Holocaust. Rashid Khalidi, author of The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for
StatehoodThe Arabs and the Holocaust is a penetrating analysis of the multiplicity of attitudes and responsesin the
Arabic-speaking world toward Nazism, anti-Semitism, and the Holocaust. The book effectively disproves simplistic
notions of a single, monolithic, Holocaust-denying Arabic-speaking world driven by racist and neo-Nazi hatred of all



Jews, and effectively demonstrates that there never has been one Arab' narrative on the Holocaust. Francis R. Nicosia,
author of Zionism and Anti-Semitism in Nazi GermanyGilbert Achcar's thoughtful, well researched, and very
welcome assessment of one of the most explosive topics of Palestinian/Israeli historiography is a courageous
undertaking. He succeeds in treating the subject of the relationship of Palestine and the Nazi Holocaust with original
thinking, profound scholarship, and meticulous analysis. Naseer Aruri, member of the Palestine National Council and
author of Palestine and Palestinians: A Socia and Political Historyln afield fraught with bad faith and sheer
propaganda, Gilbert Achcar's book stands out as scholarly, even-handed, and decent. Idith Zertal, author of Israel's
Holocaust and the Poalitics of NationhoodAbout the AuthorGilbert Achcar, who grew up in Beirut, has taught at the
University of Paris-VIII and at the French-German Centre Marc Bloch in Berlin. He is currently professor of
development studies and international relations at the School of Oriental and African Studiesin London. Among his
many books are The Clash of Barbarisms. The Making of the New World Disorder and Perilous Power: The Middle
East and U.S. Foreign Policy, co-authored with Noam Chomsky.



