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Dr Michael Willis: The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Templesand the Establishment of the Gods before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Archaeology of Hindu
Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of the Gods:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. This book is a priorityBy Verardi GiovanniThisis an extremely
important book, which should be read and read again by all the students of Indian history. The focusis on the Guptas
(fourth to sixth century AD), but the model they established, in terms of social relationships and religious history, goes


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1107460166

far beyond their rule, affecting medieval India.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Thisisn't just another
Indian history bookBy Joseph G. WalserThisis not just another book about Indian history or even Gupta history.
Willis not only has a command of awide range of material (from archaeology, to law, to ritual texts), but heis able to
bring this knowledge to bear on his material in a manner that is both strikingly creative and forcefully argued. This
book is really a breath of fresh air for anyone working on early Indian history. | am abit surprised that the book is not
better known. | fully agree with Giovanni's review this book really isa"must read,” for anyone interested in early
India.Joseph Walser

In this groundbreaking study, Michael Willis examines how the gods of early Hinduism came to be established in
temples, how their cults were organized, and how the ruling elite supported their worship. Examining the emergence
of these key historical developments in the fourth and fifth centuries, Willis combines Sanskrit textual evidence with
archaeological data from inscriptions, sculptures, temples, and sacred sites. The centre-piece of this study is Udayagiri
in central India, the only surviving imperial site of the Gupta dynasty. Through a judicious use of landscape
archaeology and archaeo-astronomy, Willis reconstructs how Udayagiri was connected to the Festival of the Rainy
Season and the Royal Consecration. Under Gupta patronage, these rituals were integrated into the cult of Vishnu, a
deity regarded as the source of creation and of cosmic time. As special devotees of Vishnu, the Gupta kings used
Udayagiri to advertise their unique devotional relationship with him. Through his meticulous study of the site, its
scul ptures and its inscriptions, Willis shows how the Guptas presented themselves as universal sovereigns and how
they advanced new systems of religious patronage that shaped the world of medieval India

"...thiswill be an essential study for all scholarsinterested in the historical development of medieval Indic temple
religion." -John E. Cort, Religious Studies About the AuthorMichael Willisis curator of the early South Asian and
Himalayan collections at the British Museum. A Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society and an Honorary Research
Fellow at Cardiff University, he isthe author of The Temples of Gopaksetra and Buddhist Reliquaries from Ancient
India.



