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Robert Ornstein, James Burke : The Axemaker's Gift: Technology's Capture and Control of Our Minds and 
Culture  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Axemaker's Gift: Technology's Capture and Control of Our Minds and Culture: 

13 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Good history overview but...By R. ClampittThe book is a brief but 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0874778565


decent historical overview of technology and its negative effect on the world. They don't really state anything new in 
this area that has not been covered in more detail by other writers.If you are new to this topic the book is a fine place 
to start. However if you have been keeping up with whats going on and the possible solutions you won't find anything 
new or useful here. Also if you are looking for what you can do locally in your community or society as a whole there 
is nothing for you.The only problem I have with the book is their solution to the problem which is even more 
technology! Like most tech enthusiats they are incapable of seeing the side-effects of implementing new technology 
on society. Evidently they have fogotten Eistein's famous quote on this: "You cannot solve a problem with the same 
thinking that created the problem to begin with."Also their coverage of the internet and computers is pretty simplistic 
at best. Especially the effects it will have on future generations.If you are interested in this topic you might want 
examine: The Future Does Not Compute - Stephen Talbot0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I was 
dumbfounded by the wide and unexpected turns of our great past discoveries and inventionsBy CustomerThis should 
be a must read for all college students. I was dumbfounded by the wide and unexpected turns of our great past 
discoveries and inventions.Viva Jones2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. putting philosophy in its 
placeBy Lester M. StaceyThis book explains the origins of our ability to think in precise sequential terms. The ability 
had a long gestation period, but once underway it has been unstoppable.The implications for philosophy are profound. 
The implications for science are, therefore, also profound.The popularizing context may be ignored. The illustrations 
are delightful.

"A detailed, original and persuasive reading of cultural and intellectual history."Los Angeles Times. "A genuine tour 
de force."San Francisco Chronicle.

About the AuthorJames Burkeis a science historian and presenter known for his 1978 documentary seriesThe 
Connectionsand the 1985 seriesThe Day the Universe Changed. His other works includeThe Axemakers Gift, 
andAmerican Connections: The Founding Fathers Networked. 


