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Avraham lbn Ezra, Abraham Ibn Ezra, Robert Hand, Meira B. Epstein : The Beginning of Wisdom
(Trandation From Hebrew) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al
praised The Beginning of Wisdom (Translation From Hebrew):

36 of 36 people found the following review helpful. Important Medieval Astrology TextBy Christopher
WarnockRabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra wrote the Beginning of Wisdom in 1148 AD as a basic introduction to astrology.
While Ibn Ezrawas Jewish, thistext is an excellent introduction to medieval Arabic astrology. The 12th and 13th
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centuries saw many Arabic texts, not just on astrology, brought to Europe and translated into Latin. Medieval and
Renai ssance European astrology was largely derived from sourcesin the Arabic world.This edition trandated is from
the original Hebrew by Meira Epstein and edited by Robert Hand, one of the foremost traditional astrologers
practicing today. It discusses the fixed stars and constellations, the signs, houses, aspects and provides an excellent
basic introduction to traditional astrology. Epstein and Hand provide copious annotations which are both interesting
and useful . This version of the Beginning of Wisdom is superior to the earlier Levy-Canteratrandation because it was
done by actual astrologers whose practical knowledge of the subject is combined with extensive scholarship.The
Beginning of Wisdon is a helpful reference text for practicing traditional astrologers and a useful introduction to the
subject for those starting their studiesin this area.

The Beginning of Wisdom is a one of the most important of the basic medieval texts of astrology. Originally written in
Hebrew by Ibn Ezra it was translated into old French by Hagin de Juif and thence into Latin by Peter of Abano among
others. It served as the backbone to an extensive and quite complete textbook of astrology by Ibn Ezra which which
also included The Book of Reasons, The Book of Nativities and others.



