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Karl Debreczeny : The Black Hat Eccentric: Artistic Visions of the Tenth Karmapa before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Black Hat Eccentric: Artistic Visions of the
Tenth Karmapa:

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. | love this book! By Marta RutaA mazing book!!!'\Wonderful work of
Xth Karmapa:) so fresh and modern even now!Beautiful, super colours, lines delicatness.Super! 1 of 3 people found
the following review helpful. Great book.By DR. JOHN G VIRAGGreat book...well written and good
photos...interesting from a tibetan buddhist standpoint....also so little on this subject of tibetan art that can trace
provenance etc. Wish there was much more from Rubin

The Tenth Karmapa Choying Dorje (1604-1674) was not only leader of the Karma Kagyu School of Tibetan
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Buddhism but also famous as a great artistic innovator. One of the most original and eccentric figures in the history of
Tibetan art, he combined different compositional and figural models as well as styles, even mixing genresto create a
very personal visual idiom full of charm, wit, and humor. A sensitive and playful depiction of animalsis especially
distinctive, making his works both intimate and directly accessible. The life of this artist iswell documented in Tibetan
sources, which provide an alternative historical narrative of the tumultuous seventeenth century as well as a new
perspective on Tibetan art history. The Black Hat Eccentric is the first publication to focus on works by the hand of a
single Tibetan historical artist. The centerpiece is an inscribed set of paintings dated 1660 from Lijiang in
southwestern China. Paintings from sets by the Karmapa's workshop form the other anchor for the project and
demonstrate that teams of artists were trained in the Tenth Karmapa's fascinating and enigmatic style. Individual
paintings and scul ptures attributed to the Tenth Karmapa from collections worldwide are also considered and
contextualized by these two aspects of his artistic production.

"At once afascinating story of an unconventional artist and histimes, and alandmark contribution to Tibetan
studies." -Leigh Sangster, Mandala Publications



