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Nanda Herbermann : The Blessed Abyss: Inmate #6582 in Ravensbrck Concentration Camp for Women  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Blessed Abyss: Inmate 
#6582 in Ravensbrck Concentration Camp for Women: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. readBy CustomerGood read. Detailed description of women's camp 
from the point of view of a German woman. Really shows another side of the war.0 of 0 people found the following 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814329209


review helpful. Five StarsBy SiskaThis book gives a startling view of life in Nazi Germany.22 of 22 people found the 
following review helpful. A Different PerspectiveBy KatherineWhat do you think of whenever you hear the word, 
"Holocaust?" If you are like me, you think of German concentration camps and the Jews. It came as a complete 
surprise to me that Roman Catholic Aryan German could land in one of their "own"camps. This is exactly what 
happened to Nanda Herbermann, a German living in Munster. As an editor and writer for The Grail, her parish 
publication, Herbermann and parish priest, Father Muckermann, were part of the German, Catholic resistance to the 
Nazis. For this, Muckermann was forced to flee Germany; Herbermann was eventually arrested by the Gestapo and 
incarcerated at Ravensbruck, a concentration camp for women. In her own words, penned in "The Blessed Abyss, 
Inmate #6582 in Ravensbruck Concentration Camp for Women," we receive from Herbermann a detailed account of 
the horrors of her daily life, but from a very different perspective than Jewish accounts. Here is a woman who was 
brought up as an Aryan, with Aryan views, who slowly softens and revises her attitude toward Jews, lesbians, 
prostitutes and all other minorities imprisoned in Ravensbruck as she is thrown in among them and faced with the 
realities of their mutual hardships. Her incredulity that this is happening to her, that these atrocities are committed by 
her beloved, fellow Germans is a crushing blow. It is truly her faith that carries her through these daily "stations of the 
cross." This compelling reading is enhanced by Hester and Elizabeth Baer's meticulously written Preface and 
Introduction. Here she provides the reader with a detailed history of the Catholic Church's involvement with the Nazis, 
Herbermann's life and family, and a provocative discussion of women and the Holocaust. This is truly eye-opening, 
ground breaking reading that I consider imperative to any scholar of the Holocaust or someone who wants to read "the 
rest of the story."

On February 4, 1941, Nanda Herbermann, a German Catholic writer and editor, was arrested by the Gestapo in 
Mnster, Germany. Accused of collaboration with the Catholic movement, Herbermann was deported to Ravensbrck 
Concentration Camp for Women in July 1941 and later released upon direct orders from Heinrich Himmler on March 
19, 1943. Although she was instructed by the Gestapo not to reveal information about the camp, Herbermann soon 
began to record her memories of her experiences. The Blessed Abyss was originally published in German under the 
imprint of the Allied occupation forces in 1946, and it now appears in English for the first time. Hester Baer and 
Elizabeth Baer include an extensive introduction that situates Herbermann's work within current debates about gender 
and the Holocaust and provides historical and biographical information about Herbermann, Ravensbrck, and the Third 
Reich.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: GermanAbout the AuthorHester Baer recently recieved 
her Ph.D. in German from Washington State University and was awarded the Lisa Lee and Marc Ewing Postdoctoral 
Fellowship in German and Women's Studies at Duke University.Elizabeth R. Baer is a professor of English and holds 
an endowed chair in ethics at Gustavus Adolphus College. She is the editor of Shadows on My Heart: The Civil War 
Diary of Lucy Buck of Virginia, 1861-1865 (University of Georgia Press, 1997). 


