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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Resource for Those Interested in Tibet, Chinese State 
Control, and the Application of State PropagandaBy Theo BartusJohn Powers has contributed greatly to deepening our 
understanding of Tibet and its religion and history for over two decades. The Buddha Party takes us into the topic of 
how China uses its regulatory and administrative infrastructure to force Tibetan to conform to its wishes and obey its 
dictates. The book aspires to take a non-polemical and nuanced perspective, something that is rejected outright by 
Chinese who have been fed a biased interpretation of history. In the same mode of behavior as other hegemons, China 
treats its Tibetan problem as a nail to be hammered in forcefully, a strategy that that invites resistance and resentment. 
I have come to admire Powers' writings greatly and his keen sense of irony that comes through even his most scholarly 
works.

The Buddha Party tells the story of how the People's Republic of China employs propaganda to define Tibetan 
Buddhist belief and sway opinion within the country and abroad. The narrative they create is at odds with historical 
facts and deliberately misleading but, John Powers argues, it is widely believed by Han Chinese. Most of China's 
leaders appear to deeply believe the official line regarding Tibet, which resonates with Han notions of themselves as 
China's most advanced nationality and as a benevolent race that liberates and culturally uplifts minority peoples. This 
in turn profoundly affects how the leadership interacts with their counterparts in other countries. Powers's study 
focuses in particular on the government's "patriotic education" campaign-an initiative that forces monks and nuns to 
participate in propaganda sessions and repeat official dogma. Powers contextualizes this within a larger campaign to 
transform China's religions into "patriotic" systems that endorse Communist Party policies. This book offers a 
powerful, comprehensive examination of this ongoing phenomenon, how it works and how Tibetans resist it.

"[T]his book is a complete and thorough examination of its topic, written in a clear and unambiguous manner and 
backed up by exacting citations. More importantly it offers a concise overview of the way in which the People s 
Republic of China (PRC) is attempting to redefine Tibetan Buddhism and history for its own purposes...Powers locates 
the vast range of ongoing manipulations in available Chinese government literature and reports of conferences 
involving high-ranking officials, and his research and sources are impeccable and broadly sourced. Much of his 
primary source material is seen for the first time outside of hard-to-access archival and obscure locations."--H-
Net"Powers compellingly guides the reader to a nuanced understanding of Chinese efforts to control and shape opinion 
about Tibetan history, Tibet's international standing, and the Dalai Lama. He investigates Chinese domestic and 
international propaganda strategies and the judicial, security, and educational methods directed at controlling Tibetans' 
thinking. Most valuable of all, he skillfully unveils the ways in which Chinese approaches utterly fail to change 
Tibetan attitudes." --Derek F. Maher, translator and annotator of Tsepon Shakabpa's One Hundred Thousand Moons: 
An Advanced Political History of Tibet "Why can't China and Tibet just get along? Could the PRC government really 
believe their own propaganda about Tibet? Does the Communist Party really believe that only they are capable of 
recognizing reborn lamas? What is Patriotic Re-education in Tibet, and why do Tibetans hate it so much? If you want 
answers to these questions, and wish to understand contemporary Sino-Tibetan relations, read this book. John Powers 
brings his extensive scholarship and personal experience in Tibet and with the Central Tibetan Administration, as well 
as a reading of the patriotic re-education training manuals to bear in this masterful and engaging account of a political 
situation that both absurd and tragic." --Jay L Garfield, Doris Silbert Professor in the Humanities, Smith College, 
Visiting Professor of Buddhist Philosophy, Harvard Divinity School and Adjunct Professor of Philosophy, Central 
University of Tibetan Studies About the AuthorJohn Powers is Professor of Asian Studies in the College of Asia and 
the Pacific, Australian National University. He specializes in Indian and Tibetan Buddhism and Tibetan history and is 
the author of 17 books and more than 80 articles. His books include A Bull of A Man: Images of Masculinity, Sex, and 
the Body in Indian Buddhism (2009) and Historical Dictionary of Tibet (with David Templeman; 2012). 


