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C. J. Fuller : The Camphor Flame: Popular Hinduism and Society in India before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Camphor Flame: Popular Hinduism and Society in
India:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy dheepa sundaramgood text for introducing studentsto
Hinduisml of 2 people found the following review helpful. Extremely well researchedBy Andrew TompkinsOne of
the best anthropological studies of "popular hinduism." Having worked in Indiafor many years and in a variety of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=069112048X

places | have found this book to most accurately describe what | have experienced.While many studies of Hindu
religious belief focus on philosophy it is ritual and practice that make up the most important elements of a majority of
Hindus lives, not philosophy. This book is one of arare quality in documenting alifetime of research and experience.
Anyone desiring to learn a more accurate understanding of the Hindu life and ritual can find that here in this volume.O
of 2 people found the following review helpful. Useful By OlesyaVery informative and helpful book if you want to
learn more about Hinduism. Sometimes can be alittle boring and tedious, but such moments are very rare.

Popular Hinduism is shaped, above all, by worship of a multitude of powerful divine beings--a superabundance
indicated by the proverbial total of 330 million gods and goddesses. The fluid relationship between these beings and
humansis a central theme of thisrich and accessible study of popular Hinduism in the context of the society of
contemporary India. Lucidly organized and skillfully written, The Camphor Flame brings clarity to an immensely
complicated subject. C. J. Fuller combines ethnographic case studies with comparative anthropological analysis and
draws on textual and historical scholarship aswell. The book's new afterword brings the study up-to-date by
examining the relationship between popular Hinduism and contemporary Hindu nationalism.

"The Camphor Flame is a book to read from cover to cover. . . .[A]n impressive and valuable book."--Kathleen M.
Erndl, Journal of Asian Studies'[A]n excellent book. . . . [M]Juch anthropological research on Hinduism has emerged
in recent decades, and C. J. Fuller has done an admirable job of synthesizing it for specialists and nonspecialists
alike."--William S. Sax, Journal of the American Academy of ReligionAbout the AuthorC. J. Fuller is Professor of
Anthropology at the London School of Economics and Political Science. His books include Servants of the Goddess
(Cambridge) and The Renewal of the Priesthood (Princeton).



