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Riane Eisler : The Chalice and the Blade: Our History, Our Future  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Chalice and the Blade: Our History, Our Future: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Required reading for human evolutionBy lkb1947This book 
continues to be as relevant as when it was written. The political contest between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump 
represents so clearly the "war" that continues on women and even on rationality. Fortunately, the excesses of 
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androcentric behavior appear to be sinking Trump's candidacy. Thank Godess2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. A must readBy MagnoniWas given this book by a student who told me she was assigned to read it at her 
University. Though it is from a scholars perspective, almost a documentarian device, I felt very connected to the 
history and current affair of women/men in the social, emotional and cognitive development and how we find 
ourselves interacting today and what is possible for tomorrow if we learn from our past. Every person should read this 
book as an insight to the male /female relationship and its potential. Futurists do our world a great service by asking us 
to move ahead of the curve rather than staying in the status of today.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Such an incredible work.By foobarEveryone needs to read this. Sweeping perspective, powerful insight. Life 
changing. You won't look at politics, your family our your own empowerment in the same way ever again.

The legacy ofthe sacred feminineThe Chalice and the Blade tells a new story of our cultural origins. It showsthat 
warfare and the war of the sexes are neither divinely nor biologicallyordained. It provides verification that a better 
future is possibleand is in factfirmly rooted in the haunting dramas of what happened in our past.

.com Some books are like revelations, they open the spirit to unimaginable possibilities. The Chalice and the Blade is 
one of those magnificent key books that can transform us and...initiate fundamental changes in the world. With the 
most passionate eloquence, Riane Eisler proves that the dream of peace is not an impossible utopia. -- Isabelle 
Allende, author of The House of the SpiritsFrom Publishers WeeklyWomen played leading roles in the first Christian 
communities; Jesus' teachings had a feminist bent; ancient Hebrews worshipped the prehistoric goddess-mother well 
into monarchic times; and Nazis, with their system of male dominance, were a direct throwback to the Indo-European 
or Aryan invaders whom they crudely imitated. These controversial ideas and findings suggest the thrust of Eisler's 
highly readable synthesis. She convincingly documents the global shift from egalitarian to patriarchal societies, 
interweaving new archeological evidence and feminist scholarship. In her scenario, as womenonce veneratedwere 
degraded to pawns controlled by men, social cooperation gave way to reliance on violence, hierarchy and 
authoritarianism. The book, despite its jargon, is an important contribution to social history. Eisler wrote The Equal 
Rights Handbook. Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalIn this first of a projected 
three-book series, Eisler covers terrain also described by Marilyn French in Beyond Power ( LJ 6/1/85) and Gerda 
Lerner in The Creation of Patriarchy ( LJ 7/86). In prehistorical times, Eisler argues, women and men lived together in 
egalitarian communities devoted to nurturance; with the imposition of male domination, female values gave way to 
creeds of hierarchy, aggression, power, obedience. Eisler, a futurist, posits a new society based on the recovery of 
more humane values. She gives us a broader reach of time than Lerner, and she does not swamp her outline in detail as 
French did. An imaginative and persuasive work, Eisler's effort is undermined by jargon; her view of the future is 
exceedingly optimistic. For a select audience. Cynthia Harrison, American Historical Assn., Washington, 
D.C.Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


