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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Charismatic

Community: Shi'ite Identity in Early Islam (Suny Seriesin Islam):

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. though provokingBy Howitzerl was rather intrigued by this book
intialy , great concept about which there is not much out there in english.Author spends a great deal on time defining


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0791470342

words like wilayah and itsimplications on early shiite thought. Totally agree with her perception that early shias did
not have such abig problem with the first 2 caliphs and their condemnation was a much later development.And that
early sunnis scholars were generally sympathetic to the cause of Ali and his shias.Wish she had written more about the
events of the first civil war in this book.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book on atopic
not often discussedBy Khalill personally have had the pleasure of having Dr. Dakake be my main advisor for my
graduate studies and work on my dissertation. Sheis by far one of the best professors | have ever had. Sheisan
amazing source of inspiration and knowledge. Her work on the early Shi'i community is vast and highly informative.
She focused on the original Shi‘a within the Sahaba rather then the Islamic civil war for a specific reason. By reading
the book, one sees that the beliefs of Shi'i Islam are not based on political rivalries through the battle of Camel or the
massacre at Karbala but were inherent beliefs within a select group of Sahaba, whom Prophet Muhammad himself,
peace and blessings be upon him and his family, coined the Shi‘a and the Shi‘at Ali.This book is a defense of the
spiritual implications and origins of the Shi'i and proving the Shi'i were found at the very beginnings of I1slam, long
before the Islamic civil war and the massacre at Karbala.

Looks at the emergence of Shiism as a distinct communal identity within Islam.The Charismatic Community examines
the rise and development of Shiite religious identity in early Islamic history, analyzing the complex historical and
intellectual processes that shaped the sense of individual and communal religious vocation. The book reveals the
profound and continually evolving connection between the spiritual ideals of the Shiite movement and the practical
processes of community formation. Author Maria Massi Dakake traces the Quranic origins and early religious
connotations of the concept of walayah and the role it played in shaping the sense of communal solidarity among
followers of the first Shiite Imam, Ali b. Abi Talib. Dakake argues that walayah pertains not only to the charisma of
the Shiite leadership and devotion to them, but also to solidarity and loyalty among the members of the community
itself. She also looks at the ways in which doctrinal devel opments reflected and served the practical needs of the Shiite
community, the establishment of identifiable boundaries and minimum requirements of communal membership, the
meaning of womens affiliation and identification with the Shiite movement, and Shiite efforts to engender a more
normative and less confrontational attitude toward the non-Shiite Muslim community.In this richly documented study,
Maria Dakake traces with great care and deep erudition the nuances in the pronouncements recorded on behalf of the
earliest voices of the Shiites, such as they survive, principally, but not exclusively, in Shiite hadith literature Dakakes
reconstruction is as convincing asit is thoroughly and thoughtfully based on a close analysis of the sources. Journal of
the American Oriental SocietyDakakes book is awelcome addition to the scant number of works on classical Shiism.
[Her] landmark book does much to fill in the gaps of existing scholarship and leaves the reader with a more
comprehensive understanding of Shiisms formative period. Philosophy of ReligionThe author admirably manages to
highlight the major developments of early Shiite events and ideas within the general development of Islamic thought
and history. This book enriches our knowledge and discussion of one of the most crucial periods of Muslim history.
Mahmoud M. Ayoub, author of The Quran and Its Interpreters, Volume II: The House of Imran

In thisrichly documented study, Maria Dakake traces with great care and deep erudition the nuancesin the
pronouncements recorded on behalf of the earliest voices of the Shiites, such asthey survive, principally, but not
exclusively, in Shiite hadith literature Dakake s reconstruction is as convincing asit is thoroughly and thoughtfully
based on a close analysis of the sources. Journal of the American Oriental Society The Charismatic Community is very
well written, with clear, cogent arguments, no errors of Arabic transliteration to speak of, and only a few instances
where one might quibble about tranglation. It constitutes a substantial contribution to our understanding of Shi‘ism s
early history and thought and stands out for the imaginative and intelligent use it makes of hadith as awindow into
social religious concepts current in early Islamic history. American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences Dakake s book
is awelcome addition to the scant number of works on classical Shiism. [Her] landmark book does much to fill in the
gaps of existing scholarship and |eaves the reader with a more comprehensive understanding of Shiism s formative
period. Philosophy of Religion The author admirably manages to highlight the major developments of early Shiite
events and ideas within the general development of Islamic thought and history. This book enriches our knowledge
and discussion of one of the most crucia periods of Muslim history. Mahmoud M. Ayoub, author of The Qur'an and
Its Interpreters, Volume I1: The House of Imran™"In this richly documented study, Maria Dakake traces with great care
and deep erudition the nuances in the pronouncements recorded on behalf of the earliest voices of the Shiites, such as
they survive, principally, but not exclusively, in Shiite hadith literature ... Dakake's reconstruction is as convincing as
it is thoroughly and thoughtfully based on a close analysis of the sources." -- Journal of the American Oriental Society
"The Charismatic Community is very well written, with clear, cogent arguments, no errors of Arabic trandliteration to
speak of, and only afew instances where one might quibble about translation. It constitutes a substantial contribution
to our understanding of Shi'ism's early history and thought and stands out for the imaginative and intelligent use it
makes of hadith as awindow into social religious concepts current in early 1slamic history." -- American Journal of
Islamic Social Sciences "Dakake's book is awelcome addition to the scant number of works on classical Shiism. [Her]



landmark book does much to fill in the gaps of existing scholarship and leaves the reader with a more comprehensive
understanding of Shiism's formative period." -- Philosophy of Religion "The author admirably manages to highlight
the major developments of early Shiite events and ideas within the general development of Islamic thought and
history. This book enriches our knowledge and discussion of one of the most crucial periods of Muslim history." --
Mahmoud M. Ayoub, author of The Qur'an and Its Interpreters, Volume Il: The House of ImranFrom the Back
CoverThe Charismatic Community examines the rise and development of Shiite religiousidentity in early Islamic
history, analyzing the complex historical and intellectual processes that shaped the sense of individual and communal
religious vocation. The book reveal s the profound and continually evolving connection between the spiritual ideals of
the Shiite movement and the practical processes of community formation. Author MariaMassi Dakake traces the
Quranic origins and early religious connotations of the concept of walayah and the role it played in shaping the sense
of communal solidarity among followers of the first Shiite Imam, Ali b. Abi Talib. Dakake argues that walayah
pertains not only to the charisma of the Shiite leadership and devaotion to them, but also to solidarity and loyalty
among the members of the community itself. She also looks at the ways in which doctrinal developments reflected and
served the practical needs of the Shiite community, the establishment of identifiable boundaries and minimum
requirements of communal membership, the meaning of women's affiliation and identification with the Shiite
movement, and Shiite efforts to engender a more normative and less confrontational attitude toward the non-Shiite
Muslim community. "The author admirably manages to highlight the major developments of early Shiite events and
ideas within the general development of Islamic thought and history. This book enriches our knowledge and
discussion of one of the most crucial periods of Muslim history." -- Mahmoud M. Ayoub, author of The Quran and Its
Interpreters, Volume 11 The House of ImranAbout the AuthorMaria Massi Dakake is Associate Professor of Religious
Studies at George Mason University.



