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Owen Chadwick : The Christian Church in the Cold War (Penguin History of the Church)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Christian Church in the Cold War 
(Penguin History of the Church): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Deeply ImpressedBy Ste RThis book explores the opposition 
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Christians in Eastern Europe faced during the Cold War. The author examines numerous countries and sheds light on 
their challenges. I was deeply impressed by this book, particularly in the details and examples the author provides in 
showing how Marxism/Communism was applied to transform peoples' lives, turning them away from Christianity. I 
highly recommend this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Solid BookBy JamesThis is not the 
most exciting reading, but it is nevertheless written very clearly, and serves the purpose excellently. Chadwick is 
always good. Here in the West we are so ignorant of the Eastern part of the Body of Christ.... this nice little volume 
ought to find a worthy place in your library of Christian history.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. the 
cold warBy Anthony PerryPurchased from , this is a well-writtten book which is very easy to read. The author is fully 
conversant with his topic and time period, and I could wish that he had the space to give more depth. But in such a 
sweeping-type of review, he gave as much as was appropriate.Anthony

From the end of the Second World War until the rise of Gorbachev, the churches in the two halves of a divided Europe 
might have been living in different worlds. . . . Almost all had to adapt to declining congregations, new concerns about 
womens role in religion, and changing attitudes to abortion, contraception, and divorce. Yet the Eastern churches, 
undermined by state control, savage ideological attacks, show trials, and sometimes physical violence, still managed to 
support resistance movements, for example, the Polish priests who supported Solidarity. In the West, by contrast, 
traditionthe great monastic orders, the language of the liturgy, pilgrimages to saints shrineswas weakened by the fierce 
winds of secularization; only the charismatic movement proved astonishingly successful. All this is surveyed in the 
concluding volume of the Penguin History of the Church. The series starts with the first Disciples; it ends in the late 
twentieth centurywith Christians struggling to face up to fresh global challenges and opportunities. The editor of the 
series, Owen Chadwick, the distinguished Cambridge historian, did well to reserve this volume for himself, lending to 
it the wisdom of his years and an aura of academic detachment. . . . Consistently, he brings to light material which 
well-informed readers will have missed.Michael Novak, The Times Dr. Chadwicks concise narrative ought to enlarge 
the knowledge and sympathy of many.David L. Edwards, Church Times Chadwick in his usual engaging style 
combines fast-moving narrative with dazzling portraitsPeter Hebblethwaite, The Time Literary Supplement

"This short monograph surveys church history in Eastern and Western Europe from WW II to the present. . . . A useful 
introduction to the complexities of church history in contemporary Europe from the pen of a distinguished British 
historian."About the AuthorReverend Owen Chadwick (1916-2015) was one of the foremost historians of church 
history. Reverend Chadwick'smany notable publications include The Victorian Church, Victorian Miniature, and The 
Secularisation of the European Mind in the 19th Century. He was a Regius Professor of Modern History at Cambridge 
University, where he was also Vice-Chancellor. He was an ordained Anglican priest and academic whose writing on 
Christianity was known for being both scholarly and entertaining. 


