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John Andrew Morrow : The Covenants of the Prophet Muhammad with the Christians of the World  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Covenants of the Prophet 
Muhammad with the Christians of the World: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Intent of the Prophet Muhammad Made ClearBy Barbara 
CastletonMisconceptions and biases fall in a heap as readers explore the reality of the Prophet Muhammad and learn 
of the wisdom and compassion he brought to his position as leader of a burgeoning religious movement. The 
covenants in question are actually treaties, promises of support and justice for Christians in that time who adopt a 
tolerance and even-handedness toward their Muslim neighbors. Stringently researched, this volume has opened doors 
to cooperation that were previously both shut and locked between Christianity and Islam. Religious leaders around the 
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world are forging new bonds based on the demands of the Prophet and the example he set. Dr. Morrow has set up a 
Foundation to propel this movement of cooperation and brotherhood across the globe.3 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Timely book for Muslim and Christian relations in a troubled worldBy A. M. AhmedThis 
timely book is invaluable at the present time. I think it's important for both Muslims and Christians to read this work, 
both given the rising Islamophobia, as well as ugly, heart-breaking events occurring in Iraq and Syria as we speak. 
This book will re-enforce or in many, reveal the strong ties between Muslims and Christians that needs to be rekindled 
for the betterment of society in this country, which is suffering.Even with the natural doubts that come into play with 
studying old documents and their authenticity, the basic teachings of Islam that are talked about at length in this book 
will itself go a long way in education the masses and maybe those who were not aware of this aspect of Islam.While 
this is a laborious read, I think for those who are truly interested in improving relations between these two faiths and 
using it as a tool to do their own work within their communities, it is well-worth the read.I myself, have made a small 
effort to participate in interfaith events in my community and have found it rewarding. Also, I've been able to make a 
connection with a Christian and change her opinion for the better regarding our beliefs in the light of both overall 
issues as well as current events regarding persecution of Christians in Iraq, for example, which is addressed in detail in 
this book.As a Muslim, it was especially sad to read this book and watch the news in the last few weeks with the 
ugliness of ISIS rearing it's head in Iraq and Syria, I realized even further how far from the message of Islam and it's 
treatment of minorities was the complete anti-thesis to what the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) professed 
during his life and the legacy he left with these covenants.This book and others in the field that will hopefully follow 
it, are a great initial steps in strengthening the common ground between Christians and Muslims and as well as helping 
Muslims to recall that their faith calls them hold Christians and their faith in high value, which should prevail over the 
lost souls that are seemingly driving the narrative and thus misguiding Muslims who think such acts and views are 
permissible, when in fact they are not, as clearly outlined in the covenants, not to mention the Qur'an and Sunnah.27 of 
32 people found the following review helpful. Most important piece of Middle Eastern Scholarship in decadesBy 
Flavio ThothOne can only be heartened by the mere appearance of this book in the world, and hope it helps heal the 
gap of entrenched and murderous divisiveness between sibling religions. The scholarship is impeccable in laying out 
these for the most part unheard of covenants between the Prophet of Islam and who we would still consider to be early 
Christians. The book is doubly impressive in putting the travels of Mohammed before and after his revelation into 
clear and very readable historical perspective that also informs about the various sects of Christianity dotted through 
the Middle East. Should be required reading for American Dominionists, Catholics Universities, Muslim Madrases, 
and fundamentalist schools of all stripes. People from all religions who want to know what really happened stand to 
learn a great deal about their origins through this book, and hopefully will better see through the distortions propagated 
by those with an investment in continued violence. And if those so invested read it, then maybe we are headed for a 
miracle of peace.

The Prophet Muhammad's treaties with the Christians of his time, which John Andrew Morrow has rediscovered in 
obscure collections and often newly translated, uniformly state that Muslims are not to attack peaceful Christian 
communities, but defend them "until the End of the World." Authored by the Prophet himself, they represent a third 
foundational pillar for Islam outside of Qur'an and hadith. The "Covenants Initiative" within the book represents a 
movement by Muslims, both prominent and unknown, in support of Christians under attack. These treaties desperately 
need to be better known among Christians, Muslims, and the general public. For scholars, this book provides much 
difficult-to-obtain material: facsimiles of primary sources in Arabic and Persian; corrected versions in modern Arabic 
typescript; and alternate translations. They now have all they need to study the covenants in depth.

From the Back Cover"This narrative has the power to unite Muslim and Christian communities.A work of scholarship, 
its release is timely, and its content critical in fostering mutual respect and religious freedom."--Imam Feisal Abdul 
Rauf, Chairman, Cordoba Initiative "In his indispensable contribution to the study of the Abrahamic faiths, John 
Andrew Morrow tells the story of how the Prophet Muhammad used his desert experiences of hospitality and 
protection to bring Muslims and Christians together. Morrow quotes the Prophet's instruction--as relevant today as in 
his time: 'With the People of the Book there is to be no strife.'"--Joseph Hobbs, University of Missouri "Today, we 
realize more than ever that either we will learn to live together like siblings, or we shall perish together like 
fools.These letters from the Prophet Muhammad to Christian communities can serve to inspire both Muslims and 
Christians about our ability to live together as God's people, as friends, as neighbors, and as custodians of the same 
small planet."--Omid Safi,University of North Carolina The Covenants of the Prophet Muhammad is a useful source 
for all those interested in the cultural and religious history of the Muslim world and the cultural relationship between 
Islam and Christianity. It will be very helpful in strengthening tolerance, goodwill, and better understanding between 
different civilizations; and it opens new horizons for further studies."--Aida Gasimova, Baku State University "With 
painstaking effort and much dedication invested in this groundbreaking work, Professor Morrow will surely manage to 
attract the attention of Islamic studies students and specialists. Indeed,the bookis a genuine call for reconsidering the 



relationship among the three revealed Abrahamic faiths of Christianity, Judaism and Islam."--Amar Sellam, Mohamed 
I University "This book documents what is possibly the third foundational source of Islam: the Prophet's treaties and 
covenants among people of the Abrahamic faiths. Dr. Morrow brings forth exceptionally important findings that 
dictate peaceful coexistence among Jews, Christians, and Muslims, and includes multiple translations for comparison 
of how the Prophet and his followers treated Christians and Jews with respect and care, far beyond a mere tolerance."--
Bridget Blomfield, University of Nebraska "These covenants are not merely historical documents; they remain valid, 
binding covenants for all Muslims from the moment of their inception until the end of time. Dr. Morrow's work has 
illuminated a new horizon of Islamic public international law and promotes further scholarly investigation of the 
covenants." --Hisham M. Ramadan, S.J.D., Kwantlen Polytechnic University"The Covenants of the Prophet 
Muhammad is a timely, pioneering, and penetrating study that sheds much light on the thoughts and the policy of the 
Prophet Muhammad."--Mohamed Elkouche, Mohamed I UniversityAbout the AuthorJohn Andrew Morrow has served 
as a faculty member and administrator at numerous colleges and universities, and has authored and edited many books, 
including the Encyclopedia of Islamic Herbal Medicine (McFarland, 2011), Religion and Revolution: Spiritual and 
Political Islam in Ernesto Cardenal (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012), and Islamic Images and Ideas: Essays on 
Sacred Symbolism (McFarland, 2013). 


