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Muhammad A. Dandamaev, Vladimir G. Lukonin : The Culture and Social Institutions of Ancient Iran  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Culture and Social 
Institutions of Ancient Iran: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. fabulous bookBy J. ReamesThis book is an extremely helpful 
collection of information regarding what we know of Achaemenid Persian institutions, their development across the 
dynasty's period, and how the empire was organized under the Achaemenids. Utilizes a variety of documents, Persian 
and Greek (with due caution), et al., in order to reconstruct the efficiency of an empire that has often been overlooked 
or under-appreciated in the West due to the unconscious assumption of Greek biases from Greek sources such as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521611911


Herodotus.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Culture of Ancient IranBy Dennis J. LendonThis is a very 
useful book for those with an intermediate level of knowledge and understanding of Ancient Persia. It is an excellent 
companion to their other book on the Political History on the same topic. Although it is well referenced, it is a smooth 
read.

After reviewing knowledge of Iron Age Iran, the authors look in detail at the highly developed social institutions of the 
Achaemenid Empire, most notably at state administration, agrarian relations, monetary systems, slavery and trade. A 
wide-ranging discussion of that culture covers such topics as the religion of the Ancient Iranians, ethnic and cultural 
contacts with the Achaemenid Empire, and superstitious and scientific practices in the ancient Near East during the 
sixth to the fourth centuries B.C.
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