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Kenneth L. Marcus: The Definition of Anti-Semitism before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised The Definition of Anti-Semitism:

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. intelligent way. And it's written in an accessible style ...By Linda
G.This book iswell worth reading, it addresses so many important questions that are frequently raised in the U.S.
regarding Jews and anti-Semitism and the author doesit in acomprehensive, intelligent way. And it'swritten in an
accessible style for the general reader, even though it's grounded in extensive scholarship. The author really knows


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=019937564X

what he's talking about. He was the director of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and held other similar positions
so he understands issues of discrimination and civil rights at avery deep level.11 of 12 people found the following
review helpful. I highly recommend this book!By ThePen28We were so impressed with this book that we launched a
book club at our local independent book store to discuss it. We had such a big turn-out that we ran out of books to sell.
Marcus was as engaging and well-spoken in person as he isin writing and we had alively, wide-ranging discussion
that only ended when the bookstore closed. The "Definition of Anti-Semitism" isimpressive, well-written and well-
researched -- essential reading for anyone wondering about things like when criticism of Israel crossestheline into
anti-Semitism, whether Jews can be anti-Semites, and whether the BDS movement itself is anti-Semitic. Marcus offers
a comprehensive, in-depth look at anti-Semitism through history, and makes a powerful argument for the need for an
accepted, useful definition of anti-Semitism. | highly recommend this book to everyone who cares about issues of
discrimination, racism, and the | sraeli-Palestinian conflict, regardless of where you stand on the political spectrum.4 of
4 people found the following review helpful. Thorough and InsightfulBy J. H.Thisis an incredible book. Clear, well-
written, and puts everything into context in afair and thorough way. Highly recommend this.

What is anti-Semitism? The Definition of Anti-Semitism isthe first book-length study to explore this central question
in the context of the new anti-Semitism. Previous efforts to define "anti-Semitism' have been complicated by the
disreputable origins of the term, the discredited sources of its etymology, the diverse manifestations of the concept,
and the contested politics of its applications. Nevertheless the task is an important one, not only because definitional
clarity isrequired for the term to be understood, but also because the current conceptual confusion prevents resolution
of many incidents in which anti-Semitism is manifested. The Definition of Anti-Semitism explores the various waysin
which anti-Semitism has historically been defined, demonstrates the weaknesses in prior efforts, and develops a new
definition of anti-Semitism, especially in the context of the 'new anti-Semitism' in American higher education.

"Well written and well documented, Prof. Marcus new book on the definition of antisemitism isatimely publication:
the recent rise of antisemitism worldwide has drawn attention to the crucial issue of defining it properly. Based on a
vast variety of historic examples on the one hand, and referring to the present context on the other, Pro.Marcus offers
insights and solutions that should be carefully listened to." --Prof. Dina Porat, Chief Historian of Y ad Vashem, Head
of the Kantor Center, Tel Aviv University "This book offers a smart guide to understanding what is at stake in efforts
to define anti-Semitism today, and sheds light on the crucial question of the relation between anti-Zionism and anti-
Semitism." --Maurice Samuels, Betty Jane Anlyan Professor of French, Yale University and Director of the Yae
Program for the Study of Antisemitism "Kenneth Marcus untangles an exceptionally gnarled subject and provides the
solid, clear, and substantial groundwork for any future analysis or debate." --Ruth R. Wisse, Professor Emerita,
Harvard University and author of Jews and Power "With great insight, Ken Marcus has written an eloguent and
thorough study of the difficulties encountered in defining an anti-Semitism that is constantly transforming its modes of
action and itsrole in social protests. The book explains the mgjor impedi ments encountered in trying to deploy the law
to combat a Jew-hatred that takes refuge in the moral high ground of exercising the right of free speech or behind the
fireewall of the academy. Noting that anti-Semitic rhetoric is gaining traction in mainstream publications as the
memory of the Holocaust fades, Marcus has generated a narrative that is as moving asit isimportant." --Donna
Robinson Divine, Morningstar Family Professor of Jewish Studies and Professor of Government, Emerita, Smith
College "The Definition of Anti-Semitism provides a crystalline analysis of a subject which provokes widespread
disagreement. Erudite and combative, obdurate yet subtle, the book's arguments will delight some readers and they
will vex others. Beyond doubt, however, anyone who seeks to understand antisemitism will now need to reckon with
Kenneth Marcus's account.” --David Feldman, Director, Pears Institute for the study of Antisemitism School of Social
Science, History and Philosophy Birkbeck, University of London "For the average reader, The Definition of Anti-
Semitism is an often fascinating intellectual exercise. For those who are involved in the issue professionaly - whether
in law enforcement, academia, government, or organizations - it is, or should be, required reading." --Daniel M.
Kimmel, The Jewish Advocate "Kenneth L. Marcus has written a compelling book that will be of substantial interest
to scholars, practitioners, and all who are interested in trying to understand what antisemitism actually is today" --
Gunther Jikeli, JUSTICE Magazine"Founder and president of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under
Law Kenneth Marcus offers an indispensable book about the manner in which anti-Semitism has evolved from the
ancient world to the present, from religious anti-Judaism to secular anti-Semitism. The Definition of Anti-Semitism
describes many instance of anti-Semitism that have occurred in recent years and examines why they constitute anti-
Jewish hatred as the meaning of the term has evolved with the times...The most instructive sections of Marcus book
deal with how the international community (including the States) defines anti-Semitism towards Isragl... Thisisa
thoughtful book as well as an exemplary work of research which should be required reading for everyone concerned
with the growing anti-Semitic attacks against |srael and Jews throughout the world." --Jack Fischer, The Jewish Book
Council"In IThe Definition of Anti-Semitism , Kenneth Marcus... makes an excellent case that antisemitism cannot be
excused or vitiated by its continuity with a protest against Israel's actions. As a handbook, the final sections of this



study would be quite helpful to American, Franch, Russian and other leaders who have failed in recent timesto
condemn antisemitism unequivocally when it was in evidence. Marcus is seeking clarity on these issues for chiefly
legal rather than political purposes, and within the confines of American and European legal traditions his arguments
flow naturally and well."--Timothy Snyder, The Times Literary Supplement "Ken Marcus has a keen lawyer's mind
and recounts disturbing casesin which it is the complainant of antisemitism rather than the alleged doer of antisemitic
deeds who is treated worse in the courts. He shows good judgment in disposing of opposite but equally implausible
positions: the implausibility of those who dismiss definitional issues, for instance, by simply affirming the
omnipresence of anti-Jewish hatred, and the implausibility of those who insist on definitions, that so strict that all
manner of actually antisemitic behaviour is excluded. In the most powerful sections of this book, Marcusillustrates
through various legal casesin the US and Europe the problems which can arise both from an absence of definition and
from the wrong kind of definition...The idea of awhole book by a clever lawyer defining antisemitism sounds dry, but
it isacampaigning aswell as analytical text..." --Robert Fine, Fathom"He structures his book around several recent
acts of violence against Jews and gives much space to the modern displacement of anti-Jewish animus onto the Jewish
state. The analysisisjudicious, fair-minded, and deeply knowledgeable. Marcus seeks to provide clarity for those
government agencies, NGOs, and individuals who strive to rid the world of the scourge of anti-Semitism. A difficult,
important book." --R.S Levy, University of Illinois at Chicago, Choice"The Definition of Anti-Semitism" is erudite,
interesting and well-written..." --HaaretzAbout the AuthorKenneth L. Marcus, Former Staff Director of the United
States Commission on Civil Rights; former LIlie and Nathan Ackerman Chair in Equality and Justice in America,
Baruch College School of Public Affairs; currently President and General Counsel of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for
Human Rights Under Law; author of Jewish Identity and Civil Rightsin America (New Y ork: Cambridge University
Press, 2010)



