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Oleg Grabar : The Dome of the Rock  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Dome of the Rock: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Appreciate the discussion of history which makes it easy to 
understand the changes that occurred in the building ...By AMJWell written and informative about a unique 
monument. Appreciate the discussion of history which makes it easy to understand the changes that occurred in the 
building over the years.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dusan C. Stulikgreat5 of 6 
people found the following review helpful. The Architectural History of a Great Monument by its Premier Art 
HistorianBy Professor Norman A. StillmanThe late Oleg Grabar was the premier art historian of the Islamic 
architecture generally and the Dome of the Rock in particular. This is lavishly illustrated history of the building with 
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both photos and drawings. The text is scholarly, but eminently accessible to the non-specialist reader.

The Dome of the Rock, the beautiful Muslim shrine in the walled Old City of Jerusalem, was fully restored to its 
original state in the last half-century. Thus, this structure, sited on the third holiest spot on earth for Muslims, is at 
once a product of the seventh century and almost entirely the work of our own times--a paradox in keeping with the 
complexities and contradictions of history and religion, architecture and ideology that define this site.This book tells 
the story of the Dome of the Rock, from the first fateful decades of its creation--on the esplanade built in the fourth 
decade B.C.E. for the Second Jewish Temple--to its engulfment in the clashes of the Crusades and the short-lived 
Christianization of all of Jerusalem, to its modern acquisition of different and potent meanings for Muslim, Christian, 
and Jewish cultures.Oleg Grabar's presentation combines what we know of the building with the views of past 
observers and with the broader historical, cultural, and aesthetic implications of the monument. Primarily it is as a 
work of art that the Dome of the Rock stands out from these pages, understood for the quality that allows it to 
transcend the constrictions of period and perhaps even those of faith and culture. Finally, Grabar grapples with the 
question this monumental work of art so eloquently poses: whether the pious requirements of a specific community 
can be reconciled with universal aesthetic values. 

This is a little gem. The Dome of the Rock, a Muslim shrine in Jerusalem, might serve as an emblem of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. In this book Oleg Grabar, a Princeton University expert on Islamic art, considers the building first 
and foremost as an artistic masterpiece...Grabar points to some major themes with which the Dome has been 
associated: commemoration of the Creation and the expectation of the Creator's return to Earth, the travels and 
Ascension to heaven of the Prophet Muhammad, the triumph over Christians and Jews in the holy city of Jerusalem, 
and the anticipation of Paradise...Grabar outlines a case for considering the Dome of the Rock as a valuable part of the 
global artistic heritage of all humanity, aside from its sacred functions. It forms part of the third most holy site in 
Islam, after Mecca and Medina, and entry is barred to non-Muslims. But this learned virtual tour of the Dome of the 
Rock is accessible to all of us. (Andrew Bonnell Courier Mail)In this slender and synthetic volume, the old master has 
returned once again to his first love, trying to distill a century or more of scholarship into an entertaining and 
readable...book. It is aimed not at his usual scholarly audience, but at the few hardy--and all armchair--travelers to 
Jerusalem who wish to learn more about its most prominent building...Oleg Grabar shows not only how long and deep 
is Islam's association with Judaism and Christianity, but also how Islam and its great contributions to world 
civilization have evolved and changed over time. (Jonathan Bloom Times Literary Supplement 2007-12-07)From the 
Back CoverThe Dome of the Rock was built in 692 C.E. under the patronage of the Umayyad caliph Abd al-Malik ibn 
Marwan. It enshrines the Sacred Rock, literally the irregular highest tip of Mount Moriah, one of the several ridges 
around which the city of Jerusalem began to develop as early as five thousand years ago. The structure commemorates 
the Prophet Muhammad's (ca. 570-632) celebrated Night Journey from Mecca to Jerusalem and his Ascension through 
the heavens to visit God, as told in the Koran and the Traditions. As such, the mosque has reflected and represented 
Islam during most of its history, but it is also associated with sacred events in the lives of Christ, the Virgin, and 
Christian saints as well as with a host of Jewish prophets, traditions, and memories. Today the Dome of the Rock is 
used primarily for women's congregational prayer, private prayer, and religious instruction, and as a place of 
pilgrimage for people of all faiths. This volume is the most detailed and complete visual documentation published to 
date of this profound monument. Stunning color photography explores the exterior and luxurious interior, illuminated 
by delicate light from stained glass windows and decorated with veined marble, mosaics, oriental carpets, and 
porphyry columns. The introduction, by one of today's most esteemed Islamic scholars, explores the history, art, 
architecture, and cultural and religious significance of the building. The book also includes transcriptions of the 
earliest-known Koranic script, inscribed on the building's octagonal arcades, historical travelers' accounts of the Dome, 
maps and drawings, a bibliography and glossary, and an index.About the AuthorOleg Grabar was Professor Emeritus 
of Islamic Art and Architecture at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey. 


