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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ytannia De CaprioExcelente0 of 1 people found the 
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following review helpful. Highly recommendedBy TexVery detailed, lot's of trivia, scholarly, puts you there, the 
definitive description of the talk and the day, highly recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
An In-Depth Look at MLK's DreamBy Ray DixonThis is an entertaining and well-written book primarily limited to 
MLK's famous "I Have a Dream" speech given on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in the summer of 1963. King was 
a great public speaker and many believe this was his definitive speech. The author gives details about how King and 
his staff wrote the "first half" of the address. He also analyzes the "I have a dream" ending which the author believes 
was a "set piece." Many effective public speakers, especially preachers, have set pieces or themes around which they 
can build a sermon on the fly. At the end of the "I Have a Dream" speech, MLK was definitely preaching and not 
delivering his written speech. The author goes on to discuss the disappointments in King's civil rights career after the 
address, the rejection of his nonviolent approach by some black leaders, and how some have gone so far as to say the 
speech now does "more harm than good" and we should have a moratorium on quoting it. Finally, the author circles 
back around to putting the speech in its historical perspective and giving the address its proper place as one of the 
greatest speeches (along with the Gettysburg Address) ever made by an American.

On August 28, 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr., electrified the nation when he delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech 
from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. In The Dream, Drew D. Hansen explores the fascinating and little-known 
history of King's legendary address. The Dream insightfully considers how King's speech "has slowly remade the 
American imagination," and led us closer to King's visionary goal of a redeemed America.

From BooklistThis year marks the fortieth anniversary of the 1963 march on Washington and King's famous "I Have a 
Dream" speech, which thrust King into the national spotlight, provided a barometer of the national conscience, and 
reflected on both our past transgressions and future moral objectives. Hansen examines King's speech on numerous 
levels and in many contexts, revealing the confluence of forces that account for its unprecedented impact. He explores 
King's theological and intellectual focus and his roots in the tradition of black Baptist sermons. Hansen uses King's 
speech to examine the competing elements of an American society divided along North-South, black-white lines and 
to explore the contradictions of such interests along a moral continuum. King's speech provided a common code of 
moral respect, but not consensus of action, as diverse elements agreed to its greatness or purpose but not its call to act. 
Readers interested in the moral issues tied to the civil rights struggle will enjoy Hansen's analysis. Vernon 
FordCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "[A] great contribution to the literature of the 
movement. Dr. King would be very, very proud." Rep. John Lewis, NPR"The best book in more than a decade on the 
movement's best-known leader." David Garrow, Chicago Tribune"Essential reading for anyone trying to understand 
one of the great speeches in American history." Denver Post"Unleashes the power of King's historic words in '63 . . . 
offers a new perspective on what King said that day, how he said it and what it has come to mean." USA 
TODAY"Having seen King deliver his great oration at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, my 
expectations for Drew D. Hansen's study were high, but they were fulfilled. The Dream is an important addition to the 
vast literature regarding King's life and thought. It accomplishes the remarkable feat of illuminating the deep 
historical, biographical, and intellectual roots of King's 'I Have A Dream' speech, while also illuminating the reasons 
for its lasting impact." Dr. Clayborne Carson, Director, Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project, Stanford 
University"Here is an important moment in America's life given much deserved and worthy attention--here, too, is a 
book that students of literature and history will want to read carefully:a great person's words become a crucial turning 
point in a nation's destiny." Dr. Robert ColesAbout the AuthorDrew Hansen is a lawyer and legislator who serves in 
the Washington State House of Representatives. He practices law in Seattle and lives on Bainbridge Island with his 
family. 


