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Stephen Strehle: The Egalitarian Spirit of Christianity: The Sacred Roots of American and British
Government before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
Egalitarian Spirit of Christianity: The Sacred Roots of American and British Government:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book gives an interesting look at how American democracy
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...By Charles R. Terrell This book gives an interesting look at how American democracy was formed. If you think
Americaisno aCHRISTIAN nation, you need to read the book.

Religion no longer plays a dominant role in the everyday consciousness of modern Western society. Few people
recognize the underlying role of religious beliefs and practicesin their life choices. Stephen Strehle shows the
significance and ongoing influence of religion in contemporary life by revealing the sacred roots of modern political
ideas in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He discusses the role of the church in government, probing into the
sources of democratic, federal, and egalitarian ideas on the continent of Europe during the Reformation. The
separation of church and state in America and the diminished power of the Church of England were the culmination of
secular forces evolving since the Enlightenment. This secular view of life represents the basic mentality of the culture
and the government in general; yet there is much to contradict it. The last half of the twentieth century witnessed a
surge of grassroots movements from all sides of the political/religious spectrum. These included the civil rights
movement of the 1960s and the Moral Mgjority of the 1980s, both of which provided an effective challengeto a
simple separation of the two realms. Strehle explores some of the most cherished political ideals of modern society,
including equality and democracy, liberty and natural rights, progress and capitalism, federalism and mixed
government. He does not dismiss the vital contribution of other possible sources of inspiration from the world of
religion or undermine the well-established place of secular sources. But he does show that certain ideas associated
with the religious community have left an indelible mark upon significant aspects of the emerging American landscape.



