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Jacob Kinnard : The Emergence of Buddhism: Classical Traditions in Contemporary Perspective  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Emergence of Buddhism: 
Classical Traditions in Contemporary Perspective: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderfully written!By Selena A. NaumoffThe book was both 
informative and entertaining - a really great read! Well-written and exceedingly interesting! Wonderful for Buddists, 
students, those just interested in Buddhism, and more!0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Broken 
DownBy CustomerPages were torn from the spine of the book.

This brief survey text tells the story of Buddhism as it unfolds through the narrative of the Brahmanical cosmology 
from which Buddhism emerged, the stories and myths surrounding Buddha's birth, Buddha's path to enlightenment, 
and the eventual spread of his teachings throughout India and the world. Jacob N. Kinnard's clear telling of the tale 
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helps students understand such complex concepts as the natural law of cause and effect (karma), the 
birth/life/death/rebirth cycle (samsara), the ever-changing state of suffering (dukkha), and salvation, the absence of all 
states (nirvana). Primary documents, illustrations, glossary and biographical sketches illuminate the extraordinary life 
and legacy of the man called Buddha. The text's chapters integrate key pedagogy, including introductions, study 
questions, textboxes, photos, maps, suggested readings, and a glossary and timeline.

"The Emergence of Buddhism is a very suitable place to begin a quest for understanding Buddhism. Written with great 
clarity, it is more than a concise narrative of the development and decline of Buddhism in India. It is also a kind of 
compendium, with brief biographies of key historical figures, a gallery of images and reliefs reflecting the trajectories 
of Indian Buddhist sculpture, a useful glossary, and a suggestive bibliography." --John C. Holt, Wiliam R. Kenan Jr. 
Professor of the Humanities in Religion and Asian Studies, Bowdoin College"In an admirably succinct fashion, Jacob 
Kinnard traces the development of Buddhism in India during the first fifteen hundred years of its history there. In so 
doing, he sets the stage for the consideration of Buddhist traditions elsewhere. Always attuned to the social, economic, 
political, and religious contexts in which this development occurred, the author pays particular attention to the lifestory 
of the Buddha and to the evolution of his ongoing presence in his teachings, his relics, his images, and the pilgrimage 
sites associated with him. All of this is nicely complemented by brief biographies of prominent Buddhist historical 
figures and by a judicious selection of translations of Pali and Sanskrit texts. Clearly and engagingly written, this 
classroom-friendly volume will also be of interest to scholars of religion." --John Strong, Charles a. Dana Professor of 
Asian Studies, Bates College#34In an admirably succinct fashion, Jacob Kinnard traces the development of Buddhism 
in India during the first fifteen hundred years of its history there. In so doing, he sets the stage for the consideration of 
Buddhist traditions elsewhere. Always attuned to the social, economic, political, and religious contexts in which this 
development occurred, the author pays particular attention to the lifestory of the Buddha and to the evolution of his 
ongoing presence in his teachings, his relics, his images, and the pilgrimage sites associated with him. All of this is 
nicely complemented by brief biographies of prominent Buddhist historical figures and by a judicious selection of 
translations of Pali and Sanskrit texts. Clearly and engagingly written, this classroom-friendly volume will also be of 
interest to scholars of religion." --John Strong, Charles a. Dana Professor of Asian Studies, Bates CollegeAbout the 
AuthorJacob N. Kinnard is Associate Professor of Comparative Religious Thought at Iliff School of Theology. He is 
the author of Imaging Wisdom: Seeing and Knowing in the Art of Indian Buddhism and co-editor of Constituting 
Communities: Theravada Traditions in South and Southeast Asia. 


