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Charles Eastman : The Essential Charles Eastman (Ohiyesa): Light on the Indian World (Sacred Worlds) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Essential Charles 
Eastman (Ohiyesa): Light on the Indian World (Sacred Worlds): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. He isn't as gifted as Lame Deer or Grandfather Fools CrowBy 
TjUHe isn't as gifted as Lame Deer or Grandfather Fools Crow. But provides a 19th century point of view of Lakota 
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spirituality. The language referring to his people as Savages is dated and feels like finger nails on a black board. But 
he is an authentic source. I'm glad I added this to my pantheon of Lakota Spirituality.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. An outstanding introduction to a truly great American with well selectedBy Murray J CaseyAn 
outstanding introduction to a truly great American with well selected, cogent passages from three of his most revealing 
works. It will make the reader wanting to read and know more about his writings and the man. The book or at least 
long selections should be required reading in USA secondary schools.16 of 18 people found the following review 
helpful. A mandatory read for all AmericansBy Annie PopeThis amazing, marvelous, brilliant little boy was 
orphaned -- for a while -- when his father disappeared at Wounded Knee. His tribe fled to Canada and he was raised by 
grandparents in a tee pee. What he didn't know was that his father had not been killed, but was, in fact, captured and 
imprisoned by the American Army. When Ohiyesa was 12, the prison released his dad, and the two were reunited 
when his father finally found him. The two returned to the United States, the young boy was enrolled in American 
private schools. He assumed the name Charles Eastman. He was accepted by Dartmouth College, and eventually 
became an M.D. But it was difficult for a Native American physician to practice medicine, so writing was one way for 
Eastman to support himself. He wrote many essays and short books describing the values, beliefs, and lifestyle of the 
Sioux Native Americans. These accounts torpedo the stereotypes and present the purist possible view of Native man 
and woman; They are earliest, and most accurate descriptions written by a Native American in the English language, 
that I have been able to find so far. Eastman's works are simple, elegant, streamlined, graceful, lyrical, and profound. 
His writing can be, therefore, nothing less than intriguing. I believe it speaks to the soul of humanity. This author 
should be a big name in American literature. Why isn't he?

This revised and updated edition contains the most important writings of Charles Eastman (Ohiyesa), the first Native 
American author to live simultaneously in both the traditional world of the Santee Sioux and the modern civilization of 
the white man. Dr. Eastman also attended the injured at the Battle of Wounded Knee. Ohiyesa's works represent a 
complete explanation of the philosophy and moral code of the Plains Indian. Ohiyesa's message speaks to every person 
who seeks a spiritual way in the midst of a society increasingly dominated by materialism and industrial technology. 
Sun Dance chief, James Trosper writes, It is a small miracle that these important spiritual teachings have been 
preserved for us. This new edition contains 10 sepia photographs from Eastman's life and a thought-provoking 
foreword by Raymond Wilson.

A powerful and eye-opening look at the Native American life... This is a fascinating book; it will not only teach 
readers about the lost civilization of Native Americans, it will also instill in them respect and awe for the entire Indian 
race. -- ForeWord MagazineThe first native American author (eleven books published from 1902 until 1918) to live 
simultaneously in both the traditional world of the Santee Sioux (where his name was Ohiyesa) and the modern 
civilization of the white man, Charles Eastman was an intelligent, thoughtful man who sought to explain the 
philosophy and moral code of the Plains Indian to the dominant white culture. Eastman attended the injured at the 
infamous Battle of Wounded Knee, and knew first hand the plight of Native Americans seeking a spiritual way for 
themselves while having to live in a once nomadic society that was becoming increasingly dominated by materialism 
and industrial technology. He received his medical degree from Boston College and became the government physician 
on the Pine ridge Sioux reservation in South Dakota. He was presented a special medal honoring the most 
distinguished achievements by an American Indian. "The Essential Charles Eastman" is enhanced with an informative 
Foreword by Raymond Wilson, an excellent introduction by Janine Pease, ten sepia photographs illustrating Eastman's 
life, biographical notes, a bibliography of his works, and a useful index. "The Essential Charles Eastman" is an 
important and seminal addition to academic and community library Native American Studies reference collections and 
especially recommended reading for students of Native American metaphysics, philosophy, and spirituality. -- 
Midwest Book , WISCONSIN BOOKWATCH, July 2007From the PublisherMIPA / Midwest Book Awards, 2007, 
Religion/Philosophy/Inspiration (Finalist)About the AuthorOhiyesa, also known as Charles Alexander Eastman, was 
the first great American Indian author, publishing eleven books from 1902 until 1918. In his later adult life he was the 
foremost Indian spokesman of his day and his contribution to our understanding of the American Indian philosophy 
and religion are so significant that at the 1933 Chicago World's Fair, Ohiyesa was presented a special medal honoring 
the most distinguished achievements by an American Indian. Ohiyesa said of his work, "My chief object has been, not 
to entertain, but to present the American Indian in his true character before Americans. ... Really it was a campaign of 
education on the Indian and his true place in American history." A Santee Sioux, Ohiyesa was born in 1858 and lived 
the traditional nomadic life of the Sioux in Canada and Minnesota until the age of 15, including the complete training 
to be a hunter-warrior in the tradition of his forefathers. When his father, who Ohiyesa thought had been killed by 
whites, suddenly reappeared, the young boy was immersed into the dominant civilization of the white race. He 
eventually received his undergraduate degree from Dartmouth and obtained his medical degree at Boston College 
before returning to the Pine Ridge Sioux reservation in South Dakota as their government physician (including tending 
to casualties at the Wounded Knee massacre). He then spent the majority of the remainder of his life working in 



various ways to help his native people and to promote a better understanding of the American Indian culture and 
character. He became the first and arguably the only American Indian to be raised until he was a young man in a 
completely traditional nomadic life, later receive both undergraduate and graduate college degrees and then continue 
to dedicate his life to the well being of his native peoples. 


