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William J. Duiker, Jackson J. Spielvogel : The Essential World History, Volume II: Since 1500  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Essential World History, 
Volume II: Since 1500: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. UnorganizedBy AnnI used this book for a history class I was taking. 
I really liked the digital format of the book. The digital format is easy to navigate, and the ability to read offline was a 
major plus. However, I found the text itself to be excessively wordy and confusing. It often lacked significant details 
and included irrelevant information. History has an amazing potential to provide interesting narrative tales that 
captivate the student. This book, however, simply bores the reader. I found the lack of organization to be confusing, 
offering no continuity. Overall, it is not nearly as good as most other history books I have experience with.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ryan KahrsThe best price I found2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. E-Book VersionBy B. SullivanThis is simply a scanned PDF. Provides no basic digital 
navigation capabilities for topics, chapters, maps, or anything else; no working hyperlinks. Though clearly stated in e-

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1133934773


book description, it is missing a large amount of secondary texts and pictures due to copyright restrictions. Returned 
immediately.

Explore common challenges and experiences that unite the human past and identify key global patterns over time with 
THE ESSENTIAL WORLD HISTORY. This brief overview of world history covers political, economic, social, 
religious, intellectual, cultural, and military history integrated into a chronologically ordered synthesis to help you gain 
an appreciation and understanding of the distinctive character and development of individual cultures in society. You 
can use the book's global approach and its emphasis on analytical comparisons between cultures to link events together 
in a broad comparative and global framework that places the contemporary world in a more meaningful historical 
context.

"The Essential World History gives the students all the benefits of a traditional text but adds a global perspective that 
is not found in other works. It accomplishes this without overwhelming the student with globalism, but instead relies 
on solid scholarship and that makes this text an exceptional value for our students.""[Duiker and Spielvogel] narrate 
important eras of world history in a style that is refreshing, concise, and at times humorous. They include important 
and helpful source material that facilitates good classroom discussions. The authors present the human side of 
important figures which helps make them relevant to students."About the AuthorWilliam J. Duiker is liberal arts 
Professor Emeritus of East Asian studies at The Pennsylvania State University. A former U.S. diplomat with service in 
Taiwan, South Vietnam, and Washington, D.C., he received his doctorate in Far Eastern history from Georgetown 
University. At Penn State, he has written extensively on the history of Vietnam and modern China, including the 
highly acclaimed COMMUNIST ROAD TO POWER IN VIETNAM (revised edition, Westview Press, 1996), which 
was selected for a Choice Outstanding Academic Book Award in 1982?1983 and 1996?1997. Other books are CHINA 
AND VIETNAM: THE ROOTS OF CONFLICT (Berkeley, 1987), U.S. CONTAINMENT POLICY AND THE 
CONFLICT IN INDOCHINA (Stanford, 1995), SACRED WAR: NATIONALISM AND REVOLUTION IN A 
DIVIDED VIETNAM (McGraw-Hill, 1995), and HO CHI MINH (Hyperion, 2000), which was nominated for a 
Pulitzer Prize in 2001. While his research specialization is in the field of nationalism and Asian revolutions, his 
intellectual interests are considerably more diverse. He has traveled widely and has taught courses on the history of 
communism and non-Western civilizations at Penn State, where he was awarded a Faculty Scholar Medal for 
Outstanding Achievement in the spring of 1996. In 2002 the College of Liberal Arts honored him with an Emeritus 
Distinction Award.Jackson J. Spielvogel is Associate Professor Emeritus of History at The Pennsylvania State 
University. He received his Ph.D. from The Ohio State University, where he specialized in Reformation history under 
Harold J. Grimm. His articles and reviews have appeared in journals such as Moreana, Journal of General Education, 
Catholic Historical , Archiv fr Reformationsgeschichte, and American Historical . He also has contributed chapters or 
articles to THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION, THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE: A DICTIONARY 
HANDBOOK, the SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER ANNUAL OF HOLOCAUST STUDIES, and UTOPIAN 
STUDIES. His work has been supported by fellowships from the Fulbright Foundation and the Foundation for 
Reformation Research. At Penn State, he helped inaugurate the Western Civilization course, as well as a popular 
course on Nazi Germany. His book HITLER AND NAZI GERMANY was published in 1987 (7th Edition, 2014). He 
is the author of WESTERN CIVILIZATION, first published in 1991 (10th Edition, 2017), and the coauthor (with 
William Duiker) of WORLD HISTORY, first published in 1994 (8th Edition, 2016). Professor Spielvogel has won 
five major university-wide teaching awards. During the year 1988?1989, he held the Penn State Teaching Fellowship, 
the university's most prestigious teaching award. In 1996, he won the Dean Arthur Ray Warnock Award for 
Outstanding Faculty member, and in 2000 received the Schreyer Honors College Excellence in Teaching Award. 


