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Nicholas Kulish, Souad M ekhennet : The Eternal Nazi: From Mauthausen to Cairo, the Relentless Pur suit of
SS Doctor Aribert Heim before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised The Eternal Nazi: From Mauthausen to Cairo, the Relentless Pursuit of SS Doctor Aribert Heim:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Important Historical Addition to WWII Crimes Against
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HumanityBy MaDeuceA must read providing details on Aribert Heim's life on the run, and the investigation to bring
him to justice. While the book does provide fascinating details on hislife and death in Cairo, the depth of his actual
crimes will never be known...Aswith Mengele and his son Rolf, many of the same psychological battles were fought
by Rudiger Heim regarding his father's guilt...Rolf also visited his father in Brazil before his death and struggled to
understand what to believe...In the end, both Rolf and Rudiger decideit's easier to block it out and only believein the
image you want your father to be...Also thought it was fantastic that the authors dedicated parts of the book to
detective Alfred Aedtner who no doubt had many obstacles to overcome, but continued in pursuit of justice!! Well
done!! Highly recommended!!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. but this time with a good deal of
family assistanceBy Laurence R. CousinsAnother story of one who got away, but this time with a good deal of family
assistance. Interesting tale of family ties being more important than simple justice - and the effect this can have on
those around them.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Eternal NaziBy BeverlyOnce a Nazi, Always
A Nazi!! The diabolical life and escape routes taken by Dr. Rudiger Heim was most intriguing. Another "Angel of
Death". The research to write this story was very well crafted and executed. The course he decided to take may have
not been the correct one. All of histravels appear to have had a most negative experience for his family who provided
support for many yearsto keep Dr. Heim secure in hislocations. Good Read!BeverlyDover, DE

From the New Y ork Times reporters who first uncovered S.S. officer Aribert Heims secret life in Egypt comes the
never-before-told story of the most hunted Nazi war criminal in the world.Dr. Aribert Heim worked at the Mauthausen
concentration camp for only afew monthsin 1941 but left a devastating mark. According to the testimony of
survivors, Heim euthanized patients with injections of gasoline into their hearts. He performed surgeries on otherwise
healthy people. Some recalled prisoners skulls set out on his desk to display perfect sets of teeth. Y et in the chaos of
the postwar period, Heim was able to slip away from his dark past and establish himself as a reputable doctor and
family man in the resort town of Baden-Baden. His story might have ended there, but for certain rare Germans who
were unwilling to let Nazi war criminals go unpunished, among them a police investigator named Alfred Aedtner.
After Heim fled on atip that he was about to be arrested, Aedtner turned finding him into an overriding obsession. His
guest took him across Europe and across decades, and into a close alliance with legendary Nazi hunter Simon
Wiesenthal. The hunt for Heim became a powerful symbol of Germany's evolving attitude toward the sins of its past,
which finally crested in adesire to see justice done at almost any cost. As late as 2009, the mystery of Heims
disappearance remained unsolved. Now, in The Eternal Nazi, Nicholas Kulish and Souad Mekhennet reveal for the
first time how Aribert Heim evaded capture--living in a working-class neighborhood of Cairo, praying in Arabic,
beloved by an adopted Muslim family--while inspiring a manhunt that outlived him by many years. It isabrilliant feat
of historical detection that illuminates a nations dramatic reckoning with the crimes of the Holocaust.

Praise for The Eternal Nazi"Brilliantly narrated...uses the countless jigsaw-puzzle pieces produced by a manhunt that
lasted decadesincluding the many false leads that took Nazi-hunters to far-flung reaches of the globeto explicate, with
sharp originality, distinctive facets of the psychological and political landscape of the Third Reich and itslong and
complicated afterlife." The New York Times Book "A fascinatingread. Thisis atale of police procedural, in an era
before computers and databases, of those hunting the worst humans this world had tooffer."” Seattle Post-
IntelligencerGripping... The Eternal Nazi shows how long it took for Germany to fully reckon with its Nazi
past...Kulish and Mekhennet adeptly portray the silence and repression that surrounded Nazi crimes...Heim plays that
ageless near-mythic figure, the evil man with a clear conscience, unrepentant to the end.Tablet"A brisk, compelling
read, with al the frustrating plot twists and eccentric character cameos of an espionage thriller."The Jewish Daily
Forward"An elusive Nazi doctor who escaped justice receives a thorough scouring ... Haunting, doggedly
researched."Kirkus s'The Eternal Nazi manages that rare feat of being as cinematically riveting asit is morally
serious."Buzzfeed"This highly readable account unfolds more than a mystery novel than awork of non-fiction.Itis
crisply written, meticulously documented and highly engaging. It is superb reporting that will keep readers engaged
until the very last page."King Features'[A] dramatic storywhich often makes fiction seem tame by comparisonwith the
flair of ariveting mystery."Arkansas Democrat-Gazette'A brilliant feat of historical detection that illuminates a
nations dramatic reckoning with the crimes of the Holocaust." Bookreporter.com"Part biography, part engrossing true
crime story, The Eternal Nazi is afascinating look at the hunt for Nazi war criminals after World War 11." Shelf
Awareness'Reads more like a mystery novel than awork of nonfiction."Fort Myers Florida WeeklyHe was hardly as
famous as Josef Mengele, but Aribert Heim was every bit asvicious. And, like Mengele, this doctor-torturer-murderer
eluded his hunters until the very end. The Eternal Nazi finally reconstructs Heims dark odysseyfrom his sadistic
practices in Mauthausen to hislifein hiding as a convert to Islam in Cairo. Part detective story, part meditation on how
family loyalties obstructed those seeking justice, this book is a remarkable achievement.Andrew Nagorski, author of
Hitlerland: American Eyewitnesses to the Nazi Rise to PowerWith exacting detail and arich cast of characters, The
Eternal Nazi chronicles the feverish, zigzagging hunt for the barbarous Dr. Heim. A journalistic masterpiece and a
thrilling read.Neal Bascomb, author of Hunting EichmannThisis a deeply reported, fascinating tale of obsession and



the heavy burden of family and national guilt. Nick Kulish and Souad M ekhennet take us on a gripping search for the
handsome Nazi doctor who became one of the world's most elusive war criminals.Evan Thomas, author of 1ke's
BluffAribert Heims chilling story as afree man in Egypt made me wonder what was more appalling: his heinous
activity as an SS doctor, or the fact that like most former Nazis he was never punished for his crimes. Thoroughly
investigated and written in riveting style, thisis a fascinating and thought provoking book.Tom Segev, author of Simon
Wiesenthal: The Life and LegendsAbout the AuthorNICHOLAS KULISH was the Berlin bureau chief for the New

Y ork Times from 2007 to 2013. He now reports from East Africafor the Times.SOUAD MEKHENNET isajournalist
and reports for the Daily Beast, the Washington Post, and ZDF German television. Sheis an associate at Harvard and
Johns Hopkins, and previously worked for the New Y ork Times.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved.Chapter 1They called it zero hour. Six years of conflict culminated with incendiary bombing raids, artillery
shelling, tanks rolling through the countryside. Cities were reduced to rubble. The death and destruction Nazi
Germany had visited upon the rest of Europe came home to the Reich with avengeance. The Allies had won, but the
Continent was near chaos. Europe was full of desperate souls on the move. There were caravans of displaced persons
clogging the roads in every direction: forced laborers returning to Poland; prisoners of war returning to France and
Britain; nearly twelve million ethnic Germans expelled from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Y ugoslavia, and elsewhere,
seeking refuge in Germany and Austria. Most haunting by far were the survivors of the concentration camps, who
emerged from their imprisonment like walking skeletons. Soon the world realized that the crimes committed in the
name of Nazi Germany went far beyond ordinary violations of the rules of war.The Supreme Headquarters, Allied
Expeditionary Force, prepared a comprehensive list of suspected war criminals. It was known as the Central Registry
of War Criminals and Security Suspects, or CROWCASS. Thefirst version of the list contained 70,000 names. By
some estimates 160,000 people should have been included. The question facing the Allies was how to find and punish
even those 70,000 perpetrators in the chaos of the months after Nazi capitulation. The Americans alone had to deal
with some 7.7 million German military personnel in custody, including regular Wehrmacht soldiers; members of the
paramilitary wing of the Nazi Party, the Sturmabteilung, or SA, which had played akey role in Hitlersrise to power;
high members of government who had enacted deadly policies, and members of Hitlers dreaded vanguard, the
Schutzstaffel, better known as the SS. Separating them proved difficult.One clue as to who was who came from a
mandatory blood-type tattoo under the left arm of al SS members. Captured soldiers were lined up and inspected for
the telltale mark. But the method was not always effective. Two of the most notorious Nazi war criminals, Adolf
Eichmann and Josef Mengele, were not detected. Seventeen people named Josef Mengele served in the German armed
forces, and when captured, the Auschwitz doctor gave his last name as Memling, afamous Bavarian painter. He did
not have the SS tattoo and claimed to be aregular doctor with the Wehrmacht. He ultimately fled custody, as did
Eichmann. Neither was forced to stand in the dock for the postwar trials that began in Nuremberg. The pursuit of war
criminals was just one of the Allies responsibilities and not necessarily the most urgent. Germany was reeling from a
total defeat rather than a negotiated surrender. People were starving, crops needed harvesting, and millions of POWs
without jobs were released within months. The U.S. Third Army had rel eased more than half amillion prisoners by
June 8; the Twelfth Army group freed an average of 30,000 prisoners aday. Meanwhile, the British sent home some
300,000 Germans as part of Operation Barleycorn, specifically so that they could save the harvest. That number grew
to more than amillion by August 1945 so that former soldiers could also work in mining and transport. There were
untold tons of rubble to clear, bridges to rebuild, unexploded bombs to remove. The tel ecommunication network,
postal service, highways, railways, and even local public transport systems had to be rebuilt.On June 29, 1945, the
Allied Supreme Headquarters issued Disbandment Directive No. 5, which authorized a general discharge of German
prisoners not in automatic arrest categories such as SS members and war criminals. Captured soldiers were simply
looked over by a doctor and given a questionnaire to fill out. Interviews were brief. If a soldier was discharged, he
received half aloaf of black bread and roughly a pound of lard as rations for the journey home. With such speed and
great numbers it was unavoidable that some war criminals would be among those set free.One of the men kept in
custody was Hauptsturmfhrer Aribert Ferdinand Heim, an Austrian doctor with the Waffen-SS, the military wing of
the SS that had grown into a parallel German army. Though a prisoner, he continued to serve as a doctor, treating
wounded Germans at the 8279th General Hospital, near Carentan, France, about twenty miles away from Normandys
Omaha Beach. The hospital was actually a giant tent complex, previously an American field hospital before the United
States handed it over to the Germans. When the Red Cross visited in May 1945, there were 1,417 wounded or sick
soldiersthere. The Red Cross inspector found the conditions to be excellent and said that German soldiers had even
volunteered that the treatment there was better than it had been on the German side in the last few years of the war.The
tents could be hot during the day and frigid at night, but there were operating rooms, X-ray machines, and alaboratory.
The facility was well stocked with surgical equipment and medicine, according to the Red Cross observer. In essence,
the German doctors themselves ran the hospital, with four American officers overseeing their work. On a professional
level, the Red Cross assessor wrote, the cooperation between the American and the German doctorsis good. That
included Heim. His American superiors were impressed with his skill and dependability. In arecommendation, the
American captain Edward S. Jones wrote that Heims work in the surgical section had been excellent and essential for



the care of the POW patients.Heim struck up friendly acquai ntanceships with fellow doctors and even a German
pastor, Werner Ernst Linz. The pastor observed how Heim practiced his medicinal artsin a very responsible manner
for the well-being of the soldiers entrusted to him. Dr. Heim was particularly self-sacrificing in treating sexually
transmitted diseases, doing everything he could to help his patients, Linz wrote in aletter of recommendation.Though
he traveled widely during the war, Heim ended up right where he had begun, in France. After Germany annexed
Austriain 1938, Austrians had the same duty to serve as their new compatriots. Heim insisted under questioning that
he had been drafted into the Waffen-SS against hiswill. Hisfirst assignment after earning his medical degreein
Viennaat the age of twenty-five had been as a driver during the German invasion of Francein 1940. Heim assisted in
the resettlement of ethnic Germans in Y ugoslavia and worked on earthquake relief in Romania. He had served at the
frigid northern reaches of the eastern front in Norway and Finland and been wounded in action.Just eight days after the
first American soldier crossed the Rhine on March 7, 1945, Heims unit was captured at Buchholz in western Germany.
Heim was fortunate to find himself a prisoner of war on the American side, rather than facing atrip to Siberia courtesy
of the Soviets. He was sent to the prisoner-of-war camp in France.He was not on the CROWCASS list of wanted war
criminals, but as aformer member of the Waffen-SS he was in the Allied automatic arrest category, and it was not
easy to secure release. Arrest and prosecution would have been certain but for an omission. For all the places Heim
went over the course of the war, one post was missing from his filethrough oversight or intentional removal, it was
uncleara small town in Austria called Mauthausen.Chapter 2L ess than nine months after he was liberated from six
yearsin concentration camps in Germany and Austria, Dr. Arthur A. Becker was in Viennaworking as a special
investigator for the U.S. Armys War Crimes Investigating Team 6836. He was a slender, brown-eyed fifty-five-year-
old, with noticeable gaps between his teeth, born in the northern German town of Prenzlau. A writer by profession,
Becker had studied pharmacology and had been living in Stuttgart when he was arrested. During hisincarceration he
wore the green triangle of the common criminal, but as he told the American authorities once he was freed, one of his
grandfathers was Jewish. He had been arrested for making critical statements about the SS after
Kristallnacht.American war-crimes investigators struggled to build their cases quickly for trials they planned
throughout their zones of occupation; they were drastically understaffed. Manpower was shifted first to the Pacific
theater, where the United States was still fighting the Japanese. After the Japanese surrender, Gls were sent home as
quickly as possible. Those soldiers kept to investigate war crimes were mostly shell-shocked tank officers who were
sent to this new unit as aform of recreation and rehabilitation, one prosecutor recalled. They sat around with no idea
what to do. The enormity of the task, as well as the language barrier, required the help of locals, and the ranks of
former inmates provided enthusiastic volunteers like Becker.On the morning of Friday, January 18, 1946, Becker had
appointmentsin Viennato interview other former inmatesa man named Josef Kohl in the morning and one named
August Kamhuber in the afternoonabout the killings of Allied military personnel in violation of the Geneva
Convention. Like Berlin, the Austrian capital was a divided city at the time, occupied by British, French, American,
and Soviet troops, all with their own zones plus ajointly administered international zone in the first district. The
investigative team Becker worked for was headquartered in Salzburg, but even the simple task of bringing witnesses
from the Soviet sector required a specia settlement between the increasingly mistrustful wartime alies. The Russians
deemed the movement of witnesses from their zone to be kidnapping.Much of Viennas former grandeur was till
obscured by wartime damage. Between the bombing raids and the final Red Army offensive to take the city, large
swaths of the old first district had been demolished. In al, some eighty thousand homes had been destroyed or
damaged. Displaced persons from al over Europe, including camp survivors and former slave laborers, sought refuge,
adding to the housing crisis. Gas, electricity, and telephone services were disrupted, and the Viennese received
permission from their occupiers to chop down many of the trees lining the citys once-lovely boulevards to fend off the
cold of the hard postwar winter.The shortages and rationing were nothing out of the ordinary for Josef Kohl, who had
grown up poor and often gone hungry as a child. As an adult, he was bald with atight-lipped, self-conscious smile,
possibly to hide hislarge and slightly crooked teeth. The Austrian Communist looked more like the trained accountant
he was than the street fighter he had become. Kohl took to the barricades in 1934 to fight for the Austrian republic
against the fascist takeover and was shot in the chest, the bullet passing through his lung. After the Nazis absorbed
Austriainto the growing Third Reich, the Gestapo arrested Kohl. Following several monthsin the Gestapo jail at
Morzinplatz in downtown Vienna, he was transferred to the infamous Dachau concentration camp on the outskirts of
Munich, where he remained for ayear.One year later, in September 1939, Kohl was transferred again, thistimeto a
year-old camp in Upper Austria. Heinrich Himmler chose the site for economic exploitation so that inmates could be
used as slave labor to cut granite from the Wiener Graben stone quarry. The camp was hamed for the nearby town of
Mauthausen. The inmates at the camp were forced, under threat of violence and even summary execution, to carry
heavy stones up 186 steep stone steps cut into the hillside. Many simply died from the exertion. The inmates
eventually built their own prison, unigque in appearance among the concentration camps with its high stone wall and
guard towers, giving their camp the look of a medieval castle.Before the Nazis opened extermination campsin Poland,
Mauthausen stood as the only Class |11 concentration camp in athree-tiered system. That meant that, according to the
Nazis own rating, it was the harshest in the whole network of camps, even worse than Dachau, Buchenwald, or



Auschwitz, designed for Vernichtung durch Arbeit, or extermination through work. That year more than half of the
nearly sixteen thousand inmates at Mauthausen died or were killed. Kohl remained there for the entire war, almost six
yearsin all, until liberation came in the waning days of the conflict. Now he was free, living again with his wife,
Agnes, and working as the head of the branch of Volkssolidaritt, or the Peoples Solidarity, an organization of former
camp inmates.Beckers interview with Kohl began at 10:55 a.m., with the witness giving his biographical information,
his address on Endergasse in the Hetzendorf neighborhood south of the city center in Vienna, and his account of how
he came to be held at Mauthausen. These formalities taken care of, Becker asked, What do you know about the abuse
and murder of English or aternatively Anglo-American prisoners of war?The first English prisoners, who jumped with
parachutes into France and there procured civilian clothes for themselves, were brought to Mauthausen in 1940 and
there were shot as spies, Kohl answered. How did Kohl know that they were English? Kohl explained that he spoke
English and had talked to the men before they were executed. He went on to describe the mistreatment of the Allied
pilotsin July 1944, the kicks, the heads slammed against walls, and he named the members of the SS
responsible.Becker wanted to know what Kohl could tell him about the mistreatment and killing of prisoners. | was a
clerk in the sick quarters from April 1940 to June 1941, Kohl said. Asaresult | was present as an eyewitness at the
first killings by syringe injections.What sorts of prisoners were killed? Becker asked.First and foremost it was those
unfit for work, the weak, and the sick.Are you aware of any other atrocities committed by SS camp doctors? Becker
asked.Y es. Camp physician Dr. Heim had the habit of looking in the mouths of inmates to determine whether their
teeth were in flawless condition. If this was the case, then he would kill the inmate by injection, cut off the head, and
let it cook for hoursin the crematorium until the naked skull was bared of all flesh and this skull prepared for him or
his friends as decoration for their desks.What el se can you say about this Dr. Heim? Becker asked.If he selected an
inmate for his experiments, he took care first to question him thoroughly, in particular about the state of his family,
whether they were provided for in the event that he was gone. Once he had established that, he performed operations
on healthy people. He convinced them through figures of speech that it was just a small, harmless operation and that
once they were recovered they would immediately be let go. Then he performed the most difficult, complicated
operations such as stomach, livereven heart operationson these people that had to lead to their deaths. These people
were entirely healthy human beings, and the operations were for experimental purposes, Kohl concluded.Do you know
whether Dr. Heim is still alive? Becker asked.l cannot provide any specific information about that, Kohl said. It cannot
be ruled out that heisin hiding.



