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Mark Lewis Taylor : The Executed God: The Way of the Cross in Lockdown America  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Executed God: The Way of the Cross in 
Lockdown America: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. well researched and yet easy to read and followBy Andre 
SamuelsDr. Taylor, gives a unique analysis of the penal state in relation to the church: he gives a christocentric look at 
this system and makes a case to how to view it in light of Christ death. God is more than just a personal figure in our 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1451492677


lives, God is a movement and belief in God must compel us to work and engage in movement building for the sake of 
helping our brothers and sisters behind bars.Taylor's writing style is very academic, well researched and yet easy to 
read and follow. Very informative work.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Heretic but amazing social 
analysisBy William HorneThough this book is certainly not orthodox in its theology the book is a much needed word 
to the church on how we must be engaging these social and state violence against humanity especially in our racialized 
society. We must act for change and be the "rebels" for the Kingdom cause and the common good of humanity.

The new edition of Mark Lewis Taylor's award-winning The Executed God is both a searing indictment of the 
structures of "Lockdown America" and a visionary statement of hope. It is also a call for action to Jesus followers to 
resist US imperial projects and power. Outlining a "theatrics of state terror," Taylor identifies and analyzes its 
instrumentsmass incarceration, militarized police tactics, surveillance, torture, immigrant repression, and capital 
punishmentthrough which a racist and corporatized Lockdown America enforces in the US a global neoliberal 
economic and political imperialism. Against this, The Executed God proposes a "counter-theatrics to state terror," a 
declamation of the way of the cross for Jesus followers that unmasks the powers of US state domination and enacts an 
adversarial politics of resistance, artful dramatic actions, and the building of peoples' movements. These are all 
intrinsic to a Christian politics of remembrance of the Jesus executed by empire. Heralded in its first edition, this new 
edition is thoroughly revised, updated, and expanded, offering a demanding rethinking and recreating of what being a 
Christian is and of how Christianity should dream, hope, mobilize, and act to bring about what Taylor terms "a 
liberating material spirituality" to unseat the state that kills.

"The first edition of this superb book brilliantly deconstructed a gathering nightmare of state vengeance and 
oppression. Now that we have social movements taking on the nightmare, it is profoundly important that Mark Lewis 
Taylor has updated and revised this book, a cry of the heart expounding a theology of the cross." --Gary Dorrien, 
Author of Kantian Reason and Hegelian Spirit and The New Abolition"Mark Taylor correctly identifies mass 
incarceration as the logical result of a ruthless capitalist system that has impoverished and abandoned the poor, 
especially poor people of color. The bodies of the poor are surplus labor on the streets of our decrepit cities. But once 
these bodies are placed in cages they can generate $ 50,000 or $ 60,000 a year for the prison industrial complex where 
they are abused, tortured and exploited in a system of neoslavery. Taylor knows that reforms are useless. We are called 
as Christians to mobilize to destroy the predatory machine of corporate capital itself and liberate the captives." --Chris 
Hedges, Author of Wages of Rebellion"After police brutality in Ferguson and in other cities, this courageous book, 
updated and expanded, is most timely and needed. It should be studied in churches, seminaries, and classrooms to help 
develop a counter-politics based on a prophetic reading of the way of the cross against American imperialism." --
Kwok Pui-lan, Episcopal Divinity SchoolAbout the AuthorMark Lewis Taylor is the Maxwell M. Upson Professor of 
Theology and Culture at Princeton Theological Seminary. Among his numerous books are 


