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Francesca Trivellato : The Familiarity of Strangers: The Sephardic Diaspora, Livorno, and Cross-Cultural
Tradein the Early Modern Period before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised The Familiarity of Strangers: The Sephardic Diaspora, Livorno, and Cross-Cultural Trade in the Early
Modern Period:


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300187491

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy charlyExcellent book with great resources and research
on Jewish-Livornese familiesO of 1 people found the following review helpful. Superb and Accessible ScholarshipBy
Bert P.Ms Trivellato's book isabrilliant narrative and descriptive history of a period which helped to initiate our
modern world, aworld of global economic interaction.The 18th century background describes 2 Portuguese Jewish
families in partnership, the Ergas and Silvera from the Tuscan free port of Livorno.They trade over wide areas of the
world.We discover the glamour and the pitfalls of world trade.An essential economic history book for a study of the
early modern period.

Taking a new approach to the study of cross-cultural trade, this book blends archival research with historical narrative
and economic analysis to understand how the Sephardic Jews of Livorno, Tuscany, traded in regions near and far in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Francesca Trivellato tests assumptions about ethnic and religious trading
diasporas and networks of exchange and trust. Her extensive research in international archivesincluding avast cache
of merchants letters written between 1704 and 1746reveals a more nuanced view of the business relations between
Jews and non-Jews across the Mediterranean, Atlantic Europe, and the Indian Ocean than ever before. The book
argues that cross-cultural trade was predicated on and generated familiarity among strangers, but could coexist easily
with religious prejudice. It analyzes instances in which business cooperation among coreligionists and between
strangers relied on language, customary norms, and social networks more than the progressive rise of state and legal
institutions.

"Trivellato has accomplished something speciala brilliant description of afamily, of anation, of a period of history, of
an economy and of aculture. . . Thisis one of the best and most original books on Jewish history published this
year."Seth J. Frantzman, The Jerusalem Post



