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Mark Edward Lewis : The Flood Myths of Early China (Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Flood Myths of Early 
China (Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Scholarly Study of Flood Myths of ChinaBy Eric 
AndersonThis book is written from a scholarly perspective. It incorporates a massive amount of information from a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0791466647


large variety of sources. Obviously, the author is well-acquainted with the ancient texts and has compiled a wonderful 
book of information. The author looks at the flood myths of early China from many different angles. He dissects the 
information and then compares it with a large number of sources. For people who are interested in learning about the 
flood myths of early China, they will find a jewel in this book. It is well written, well organized, and well end-noted. 
Excellent scholarly book on the subject.

Early Chinese ideas about the construction of an ordered human space received narrative form in a set of stories 
dealing with the rescue of the world and its inhabitants from a universal flood. This book demonstrates how early 
Chinese stories of the re-creation of the world from a watery chaos provided principles underlying such fundamental 
units as the state, lineage, the married couple, and even the human body. These myths also supplied a charter for the 
major political and social institutions of Warring States (481-221 BC) and early imperial (220 BC-AD 220) China. In 
some versions of the tales, the flood was triggered by rebellion, while other versions linked the taming of the flood 
with the creation of the institution of a lineage, and still others linked the taming to the process in which the divided 
principles of the masculine and the feminine were joined in the married couple to produce an ordered household. 
While availing themselves of earlier stories and of central religious rituals of the period, these myths transformed 
earlier divinities or animal spirits into rulers or ministers and provided both etiologies and legitimation for the 
emerging political and social institutions that culminated in the creation of a unitary empire.

"This is a superb example of the best of contemporary studies of early China. Every page in every chapter of this book 
is a feast. The scholarship is impeccable, the sense of order deft, and the narrative argument compelling."From the 
Back CoverEarly Chinese ideas about the construction of an ordered human space received narrative form in a set of 
stories dealing with the rescue of the world and its inhabitants from a universal flood. This book demonstrates how 
early Chinese stories of the re-creation of the world from a watery chaos provided principles underlying such 
fundamental units as the state, lineage, the married couple, and even the human body. These myths also supplied a 
charter for the major political and social institutions of Warring States (481221 BC) and early imperial (220 BCAD 
220) China. In some versions of the tales, the flood was triggered by rebellion, while other versions linked the taming 
of the flood with the creation of the institution of a lineage, and still others linked the taming to the process in which 
the divided principles of the masculine and the feminine were joined in the married couple to produce an ordered 
household. While availing themselves of earlier stories and of central religious rituals of the period, these myths 
transformed earlier divinities or animal spirits into rulers or ministers and provided both etiologies and legitimation for 
the emerging political and social institutions that culminated in the creation of a unitary empire. "This is a superb 
example of the best of contemporary studies of early China. Every page in every chapter of this book is a feast. The 
scholarship is impeccable, the sense of order deft, and the narrative argument compelling." John H. Berthrong, author 
of Concerning Creativity: A Comparison of Chu Hsi, Whitehead, and NevilleAbout the AuthorMark Edward Lewis is 
Kwoh-ting Li Professor of Chinese Culture at Stanford University and the author of Writing and Authority in Early 
China and The Construction of Space in Early China, both published by SUNY Press. 


