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From Brand: New Boston Books : The Fundamentals of Extremism: The Christian Right in America  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Fundamentals of 
Extremism: The Christian Right in America: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The ugly face of the religious right!By Lennart NielsenA 
disconcerting expose of the power religion yields in the US today, in an ideal world this book would be 
nonexistent.You find yourself almost breathless as the real world and the caveats of religious organisations are laid 
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bare for anyone to see. A strongly recommended read for anyone who can truthfully answer 'yes' to the question: 'do 
you care about freedom and civil rights?'0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great book!By 
Ripper666You'll see a lot of bad reviews from the brainwashed Fundamentals, but, having read quite a few books on 
this subject, I have to say this is one of the best. And I didn't have to look up any words, as opposed to reading Sam 
Harris or Christopher Hitchens. Everything was defined and spelled out. If there's one thing any reasonable freethinker 
can take away from this book, it's that if you want to do something right away, it couldn't be simpler, and this comes 
from a lifelong Republican--vote Democrat up and down the ballot. That way you can be sure you won't be getting a 
"stealth" Fundamentalist. How many Dems do you know who are anti-abortion, anti-evolution, anti-female or anti-
public education? A simple action that requires very little thought, but which is bound to cast a strike against those 
who would overturn our republic. This is an inspiring book that is about the greatest threat to America: Christian 
Fundamentalism.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is a great read if you believe that the Religious 
right in ...By o edward smithThis is a great read if you believe that the Religious right in this country has gone to far 
with their influence in our govt.I am a firm believer of the Separation of Church of State, So this book showed ,me 
how the religious right want to legislate morality.This book also spends a chapter on how the first amendment was 
really intended to keep religion separate from our government.

The politics, educational policies, and social values perpetuated by Christian fundamentalists are exposed in this 
critical perspective on the religious right's role in American society. Statistics and studies of the movement are offered 
that provide insight into the causes and characteristics of fundamentalism and its effects on minority groups including 
women, children, African Americans, gays, and lesbians. Essays from a variety of authors consider the path to 
theocracy, the effect of the theology of inerrancy on politics, and the state of fundamentalism in the United States after 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

"I have just read this brilliant book . . . almost without a break, and I am stunned and horrified . . . ." -- Richard 
Dawkins, Simonyi Professor of the Public Understanding of Science at Oxford University, author of Unweaving the 
Rainbow"In other words, this book is a "must read" volume." -- Gerald A. Larue, Emeritus Professor and Religion 
Adjunct Professor at University of Southern California, author of Playing God: Deciding Your Life and Death"a 
blockbuster expos of the activities of the Religious Right. . . . This is . . . a thorough analysis of a present crisis." -- 
John Shelby Spong, best-selling author of Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism"an especially important book for 
all who care about the rights and well-being of women and children." -- Nadine Strossen, President of American Civil 
Liberties Union, Professor of Law, New York Law School"the most careful and devastating evaluation of the impact 
of fundamentalism . . . ever produced in the United States. . . ." -- John M. Swomley, Emeritus Professor of Social 
Ethics, Saint Paul School of Theology, author of Liberation EthicsThis book is an encyclopedic indictment of the 
extreme Christian right, but . . . can be applied to any extremist belief system. -- Cultic Studies , Frank MacHovecThis 
book's authority hinges on meticulous documentation of a slow but tangible national shift... to an unabashedly 
apostolic theocracy. -- San Antonio Current, by Anjali Gupta[The Fundamentals] is filled with astonishing citations 
that demonstrate the virulence of the Christian fundamentalists and... their agenda. -- Swans, by Gilles d'AymeryFrom 
the Inside FlapOn September 11, 2001, Americans witnessed horrific carnage inspired by religious extremism. We 
saw that religious fundamentalists will stop at nothing to reign terror on those they regard as their enemies. In our 
response, we began to focus on the oppressive treatment of women and children in other parts of the world where 
religious fundamentalism rules. Yet, even now, most Americans fail to realize the magnitude of problems posed by our 
own countrys Christian fundamentalism and Religious Right. We regard such dogmatism as odd but non-threatening. 
We reason, "Why should we be concerned, so long as it doesnt affect us?" But the problem does affect all of us. It 
affects those women and children in fundamentalist Christian homes who suffer severe emotional, physical, and sexual 
abuse. It affects minorities, particularly African-Americans, and gays and lesbians. Equally disconcerting, the problem 
affects adherents of non-fundamentalist faiths and those with no religious beliefs who are prime targets of 
fundamentalists prejudicial attitudes. To the Christian Right in America, even mainstream Christians whose tenets 
differ from those of conservative Christianity are violators of the will of God and must reform. American Christian 
fundamentalists are working to change laws of our land and thus force all Americans to conform to strict religious 
ideologies. Kimberly Blakers The Fundamentals of Extremism: The Christian Right in America is not just another 
book on the Religious Right. John Shelby Spong, best-selling author of Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism calls 
Blakers book "a thorough analysis of a present crisis." In this stark and troubling account of the Religious Rights 
vision for America, readers will come face-to-face with fundamentalist goals and tactics that have long been under 
way. Blakers carefully documented and compelling narrative exposes the full spectrum of issues on the Christian 
fundamentalist agenda. Rarely have these issues been examined so thoroughly; at least one has never been examined 
and exposed nationally. This absorbing expos urges mainstream Americans to recognize and oppose the encroachment 
of Christian fundamentalism on our secular society. It is a stirring appeal for religious freedom and the protection of 
civil liberties for allincluding for the extremists who would deny such rights to others.About the AuthorKimberly 



Blaker has contributed to Complete Woman Magazine, Detroit Free Press, Detroit News, San Francisco Examiner, and 
Los Angeles Daily Journal. She lives in New Boston, Michigan. 


