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Austin Dacey : The Future of Blasphemy: Speaking of the Sacred in an Age of Human Rights  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Future of Blasphemy: Speaking of 
the Sacred in an Age of Human Rights: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Two StarsBy Lenaya LeBlancI thought it was interesting but really 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1441183922


dry2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Timely important bookBy peter veitchVery good, fascinacting 
and Important material, well worth reading, I was pleasantly surprised to find out things that we new to me on this 
topic ( in regard to legal, UN, psychology , logic , philosophy etc) . Should be mandatory reading for anyone studying 
for any relgion qualification, and for the public at large (although us plebs might do better with a simpler book?). The 
blasphemy, sacred, tolerance, etc very very well explored.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
Commendable EffortBy TarashabI have'nt finished it yet,but it is a very commendable effort and should be read by 
everyone concerned with the human rights.

In the days of Moses, blasphemy was the mortal offence of failing to respect the divine. In an age of human rights, 
blasphemy is understood as a failure to respect persons, as insult, defamation, or "advocacy of religious hatred." The 
criminalisation of this personal blasphemy has been advanced at the United Nations and upheld by the European Court 
of Human Rights, which has asserted a universal "right to respect for religious feelings."The Future of Blasphemy 
turns respect on its head. Respect demands that we grant each other equal standing in the moral community, not that 
we never offend. Politically, respect for citizens requires a public discourse that is open to all viewpoints. Going 
beyond the question of free speech versus religion, The Future of Blasphemy defends an ethical model of blasphemy. 
Controversies surrounding sacrilege are contests over what counts as sacred, disagreements about what has central, 
inviolable, and incommensurable value. In such public contestation of the sacred, each of us"secular and religious 
alike"has equal right to speak on its behalf.
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