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Jeffrey Zaslow : The Girls from Ames: A Story of Women and a Forty-Year Friendship  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Girls from Ames: A Story of Women and 
a Forty-Year Friendship: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Iowa makes the prettiest girlsBy bonnie clarkAs an Iowa girl from 
Dubuque and about 18 years older than these girls I was pleased that they mirrored my own youth so well. I found the 
analysis of their relationships and how some felt on the periphery to be interesting. Though I wasn't a college girl in 
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the early 70's, the social changes of legal abortions and feminism affected me also. The difference is that these girls 
didn't seem to realize how sterotypical roles were for women before the 70's. Why would they? They weren't born 
until 1962. The need for women friends seems to be universal and timeless. The need for friends that go back to when 
you were young is important because your parents die and they were the only ones that remembered you as a child 
unless you have these childhood friends still.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I loved this bookBy 
Daniel T. BryantI loved this book. I have six grown daughters and purchased a copy for each of them. They in turn 
have bought copies for friends. The book chronicled their experiences both with one another and with friendships they 
have maintained.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy jaygeesmysteriesReally great 
accounting of these women...as soon as I finished reading it, I missed them!

The instant New York Times bestseller, now in paperback: a moving tribute to female friendships, with the inspiring 
story of eleven girls and the ten women they became, from the coauthor of the million-copy bestseller The Last 
Lecture As children, they formed a special bond, growing up in the small town of Ames, Iowa. As young women, they 
moved to eighth different states, yet they managed to maintain an extraordinary friendship that would carry them 
through college and careers, marriage and motherhood, dating and divorce, the death of a child, and the mysterious 
death of the eleventh member of their group. Capturing their remarkable story, The Girls from Ames is a testament to 
the enduring, deep bonds of women as they experience life's challenges, and the power of friendship to overcome even 
the most daunting odds. The girls, now in their forties, have a lifetime of memories in common, some evocative of 
their generation and some that will resonate with any woman who has ever had a friend. The Girls from Ames 
demonstrates how close female relationships can shape every aspect of women's lives-their sense of themselves, their 
choice of men, their need for validation, their relationships with their mothers, their dreams for their daughters-and 
reveals how such friendships thrive, rewarding those who have committed to them. With both universal events and 
deeply personal moments, it's a book that every woman will relate to and be inspired by.
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