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From Brand: Konecky Konecky : The Good Old Days: The Holocaust as Seen by Its Perpetrators and 
Bystanders  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Good 
Old Days: The Holocaust as Seen by Its Perpetrators and Bystanders: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Necessarily disturbing.By catrox75Sobering and depressing as any 
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sane person would expect. The personal letters home give a good insight into the perpetrators' mindset, and at least 
hint at the beliefs of the average Frau on the homefront.Gives one who may be called nave a better idea of just how 
widespread and deep hatred was (is?) amongst "normal" people.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A 
stark and powerful read.By C.M. LewisThis book will disturb you. Even as an avid student of history with a depth of 
knowledge of the cruelty and viciousness that world history is filled with, this book left its mark. The candid and 
shameless observations by the perpetrators of some of the most shocking acts of war crimes will leave you baffled. I 
recommend this book for any student of history and particularly those who wish to gain insight into the minds of the 
cogs and wheels of the mechanism of genocide.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Including lots of 
participants and happy observers who were not even NaziBy BillyBob64Just lots and lots of testimony by the ones 
who committed these atrocities and the ones who observed them being committed. Including lots of participants and 
happy observers who were not even Nazi, but rather people who had been defeated and occupied by the Nazis. But 
happy to join them in the persecution of the Jews. Pretty overwhelming. Not exactly a pleasure read, but definitely an 
educational read.

The title "The Good Old Days" ("Schone Zeiten" in German) comes from the cover of a private photo album kept by 
concentration camp commandant Kurt Franz of Treblinka. This gruesomely sentimental and unmistakably authentic 
title introduces an disturbing collection of photographs, diaries, letters home, and confidential reports created by the 
executioners and sympathetic observers of the Holocaust. "The Good Old Days" reveals startling new evidence of the 
inhumanity of recent twentieth century history and is published now as yet another irrefutable response to the 
revisionist historians who claim to doubt the historic truth of the Holocaust.

From Publishers WeeklyThe title refers to a caption in the scrapbook of Kurt Franz, the commandant of the Treblinka 
concentration camp. Underneath the heading "Those Were the Days," and reproduced here, are pictures of smiling 
officers at a site where some 700,000 people were exterminated in the gas chambers. To refute revisionist historians 
who negate the testimony of Holocaust survivors, and to disprove those Germans who said they were coerced into 
murdering Jews, the German authors--Klee is a journalist, Dressen a lawyer and Riess a historian--present the damning 
and harrowing diaries, letters, photo albums and official reports of Germans who willingly participated in the Final 
Solution. A member of a unit that killed 33,771 Jews in the Ukranian Babi Yar ravine boasts: "It's almost impossible 
to imagine what nerves of steel it took to carry out that dirty work down there." Of the annihilation of thousands of 
Jews in White Russia, a commander says, "The action rid me of unneccessary mouths to feed." And wagging its tail 
for the camera is Franz's dog, which on numerous occasions was set upon Jews to bite off their genitals. Copyright 
1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalAs the first sentence of the foreword states, "This is a 
horrible book to read, and yet one that should be read." Klee, Willi Dresen, and Volker Riess have compiled a brutal 
and chilling rebuttal to the revisionist historians who question the statistics on, as well as the very existence of, the 
"final solution." This book is a collection of interviews, photographs, diary entries, and reports from German 
eyewitnesses, including members of the SS. They offer frightening insight into the mindset of the people who carried 
out the attempted extermination of an entire race. A disturbing, necessary reminder of the past and a warning for the 
future, this is recommended for larger public libraries as well as special collections.- D.L. Braddock, Corbit-Calloway 
Memorial Lib., Odessa, Del.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. This is a horrible book to read, and yet 
one that should be read. -- Hugh Tervor-Roper, Foreword 


