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From Ingramcontent : TheHajj: Pilgrimagein Islam before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised The Hajj: Pilgrimage in Islam:

Every year hundreds of thousands of pilgrims from all over the world converge on Mecca and its precincts to perform
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the rituals associated with the Hajj and have been doing so since the seventh century. In this volume, scholars from a
range of fields - including history, religion, anthropology, and literature - together tell the story of the Hajj and explain
its significance as one of the key eventsin the Muslim religious calendar. By outlining the parameters of the Hajj from
its beginnings to the present day, the contributors have produced a global study that takes in the vast geographies of
belief in the world of Islam. This volume pays attention to the diverse aspects of the Hgjj, as lived every year by
hundreds of millions of Muslims, touching on itsrituals, its regiona forms, the role of gender, its representation in art,
and its organization on a global scale.

"The Hajj presents an impressive array of historical, anthropological, artistic, technological, spiritual, and even
epidemiological approachesto pilgrimage to Mecca. These diverse essaysillustrate the variety, complexity, and
endless fascination of the Hajj." Kecia Ali, Boston University" This book ranges wide. It isfull of telling little facts
like a comparison between the costs of buying a house in eighteenth-century Damascus and making the pilgrimage, or
that the proportion of female pilgrims has overtaken that of males in some parts of the world, beginning in the 1960s
for Southeast Asia." Christopher Melchert, National Humanities Center" This is undoubtedly the most important book
to appear on al-Hgjj this decade. It is both an introduction to the phenomenon of al-Hajj and the most engaging in-
depth collection of studies written by leading authorities from various fields. It is comprehensive in its coverage and
theoretically illuminating, and the articles span the millennium-and-a-half history of this global institution. The book is
amust-read for any scholar engaged in the study of the ritual of pilgrimage. It is aso the best textbook on al-Hajj
available now. A great contribution to Islamic studies." Walid Saleh, University of Toronto"This interdisciplinary
collection of scholarly articles examines the hajj asareligious, cultural, economic, and sociopolitical phenomenon ... a
significant contribution to the theoretical and practical appreciation of the Muslim ritual of religious pilgrimage ...
Summing up: recommended. All academic leveldlibraries." A. Rassam, ChoiceAbout the AuthorEric Tagliacozzo is
Professor of History at Cornell University. He is the author of Secret Trades, Porous Borders: Smuggling and States
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Comparative Muslim Societies Program at Cornell, Director of the Cornell Modern Indonesia Project, and editor of the
journal Indonesia, and has recently served on the Southeast Asia Council of the Association of Asian Studies
(AAS).Shawkat Toorawa is Associate Professor of Arabic Literature and Islamic Studies at Cornell University. Heis
the author of Ibn Abi Tahir Tayfur and Arabic Writerly Culture: A Ninth Century Bookman in Baghdad (2005), and
the editor and coeditor of several collections, including The Western Indian Ocean: Essays on Islands and Islanders
(2007) and Islam: A Short Guide to the Faith (2011). Heisa Mellon Foundation New Directions Fellow, an Executive
Editor of the Library of Arabic Literature, and serves on the editorial boards of Middle Eastern Literatures and the
Journal of Abbasid Studies.



