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Rescuers and Their Stories of Courage: 
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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Courageous HeartsBy B. J. WagnerI chose The Heart Has Reasons 
for our Book Club to read, and I am so glad that I did. Though finding truly descriptive adjectives is difficult: 
uplifting, awe-inspiring, terrifying.....The format of the book, with its engaging stories of the rescuers interwoven with 
the historical influences and events and the personal insights of the author make it extremely readable.The dichotomy 
of the ages of the rescuers at the time of their brave deeds and the time Mr. Klempner interviewed them also lends 
much authenticity. I cannot imagine having the independence and conviction to follow my moral compass, as some of 
the rescuers did at a very young age. But what Mr. Klempner said in an interview really struck me: "...I caught the 
rescuers in the last years of their lives...this was their chance to really put down for posterity not only what they did 
during the Nazi years, but also what they'd come to believe about life and living."I thought that was so profound, that 
we got to see not only how they felt while they were engaged in the rescue, but after, and its relation to and and part in 
the whole balance of the rest of their lives.This is a wonderful book, and as member of my Book Club said, "It made 
me feel that I can make a difference."0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Heart Has Reasons: 
Purchased at .comBy depThe Heart Has Reasons is an amazing book. This is about people in the Netherlands who 
rescued Jews during the Holocaust. These people were all so brave, and still many of them didn't want recognition for 
what they did. It was also quite interesting watching the author wrestle with his own personal demons while 
researching and writing this book. The authors parents both lost much of their families to the Holocaust. The authors 
father and his immediate family were on the last boat out of Poland five days before World War II began. A very well 
researched book with lots of meaning and insight into why people would save others in trouble.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Fascinating ReadBy Kindle CustomerMark's simple style makes these amazing stories easily 
accessible. It's very satisfying to read the honest accounts of good people who chose to risk all in helping their brothers 
and sisters. The book is inspiring and I'm so happy to know about this little part of history that benefited so many so 
greatly. Great work, Mark!

The updated 2nd edition of this book is now available in paperback and Kindle versions:

From Publishers WeeklyAsked why she helped save Jewish children during Germany's occupation of Holland in 
WWII while so many others stood by, Clara Dijkstra replies, "The heart has reasons." Klempner, a folklorist and oral 
historian, attempts to explore some of those reasons through interviews with 10 Dutch resisters who rescued Jews from 
the Nazis. Each of the chapters includes a short introduction, a first-person narrative from the rescuer, followed by a 
question and answer format and historical information. The result is often choppy; a straight and more integrated 
narrative throughout each chapter would serve these powerful stories better. As the son of a Holocaust survivor, the 
author uses the book to come to terms with his family's past and figure out what to do with his life. The dual objectives 
of profiling rescuers and wrestling with personal issues don't always work well together; the narrative often shifts 
uncomfortably between a focus on the rescuers and the author's focus on himself. But the summary chapter, which 
explores the lessons learned from the resisters and the application of those lessons for today's world is a highlight. 
(Mar.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From 
BooklistKlempner examines the lives of 10 Dutch rescuers who saved Jewish children during the Nazi occupation of 
their country during World War II. Some of them were primarily involved in helping to find safe addresses for the 
young people and then transporting them to those addresses. Three rescuers took Jewish children into their homes. 
One rescuer made regular visits to the houses where the children were hiding, bringing the host families food, ration 
coupons, and money. Another helped to raise money and one of them stole large supplies of ration coupons from 
government offices. One of them developed intricate security measures to ensure that the whereabouts of the children 
would not be found out, even if he or other members of the Amsterdam Student Group were arrested. All together, the 
10 people profiled here, and other children's rescuers throughout the Netherlands, were able to save more than 4,000 
young lives. These poignant stories shed light on one of the darkest episodes in the twentieth century. George 
CohenCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved These poignant stories shed light on one of the 
darkest episodes in the twentieth century. Booklist "Klempner presents the stories and wisdom of those few who risked 
their lives to try to save their Jewish neighbours." The Guardian "Klempner strikes a masterful balance . . . a 
remarkable contribution to the literature of the social history of this war." The Oral History Klempner's relationship 
with the rescuers worked at many deep levels.... The portraits in the book are honest and complex. --The Catholic New 
Times (Canada), November 2006 


