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Carol Ann Lee : The Hidden Life of Otto Frank  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Hidden Life of Otto Frank: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. If you like 'The Diary of Anne Frank', you should read this book. 
Getting to know her father's life, you will know her better!By MonsichaThis book really impressed me. The content is 
beyond my expectation. Because of the writer's well research and very good writing skill, I can learn more about 
people's life during World War II. The information is neutral and no bias. The book introduces me to know more about 
Mr. Frank as a real person. I see his developed character at each stage of life : the teenage man, the businessman, the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060520833


husband and the father.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great book that fills in some of the questions 
following reading "the diary"By exit4musicExcellent book about an extraordinary man. After re-reading the diary 
recently, I felt I wanted to know more about Anne her family and the process of how the diary was published. This 
goes into depth about Otto as a young man and his family. Anyone who reads the Diary and has the spiritual after taste 
and needs more to quench their understanding should read this. It also goes into the question of who betrayed the 
family. Also read "the last seven months of anne frank" and watch "anne frank remembered."3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Revelation of a LifeBy David B. PratherI think I've known the story of Anne Frank all my 
life, but of her father, the only survivor of the Annex, so little could be understood. Carol Ann Lee almost lovingly 
provides us a background of this extraordinary man's life before, during, and after the two years in hiding. Lee's 
research provides the reader with explanations to all of the possible contradictions in Otto's life (his relationship with 
his likely betrayer, his company's sales to the German war effort, etc.). Ms. Lee's tender approach to this man's life 
shows not only the sensitive and courageous man most of us had found somewhat elusive, it shows how an 
extraordinary man influenced an extraordinary girl the world can never forget.

In this definitive new biography, Carol Ann Lee provides the answer to one of the most heartbreaking questions of 
modern times: Who betrayed Anne Frank and her family to the Nazis? Probing this startling act of treachery, Lee 
brings to light never before documented information about Otto Frank and the individual who would claim 
responsibility -- revealing a terrifying relationship that lasted until the day Frank died. Based upon impeccable 
research into rare archives and filled with excerpts from the secret journal that Frank kept from the day of his 
liberation until his return to the Secret Annex in 1945, this landmark biography at last brings into focus the life of a 
little-understood man -- whose story illuminates some of the most harrowing and memorable events of the last century. 

From Publishers WeeklyAnne Frank and her family are hallowed symbols of all the lives lost in the Holocaust, but the 
identity of the person who revealed the "secret annex" in which they hid for two years from the Nazis has always 
remained a mystery. Lee (Roses from the Earth: The Biography of Anne Frank) has, through vigorous, dedicated 
detective work, uncovered his probable identity. More important, she has uncovered a startling aspect of Otto Frank's 
life. According to Lee, the Franks were betrayed by Tonny (Anton) Ahlers, a young, troubled, even thuggish, Dutch 
youth and Nazi informer. But there is more: in 1941, Ahlers saved the Frank family from deportation, but he also 
began blackmailing Otto after discovering that Frank's food and spice business was selling to the German army. 
Ahlers's blackmail continued until Otto's death in 1980, during the years when Anne's diary became famous and Otto 
could not risk being seen as a war profiteer. Lee's plain but compelling reporting style suits this material, which is 
presented as part historical analysis and part mystery. The power of the book, however, resides in her rich, human 
portrait of Otto Frank, who can now be seen as more than simply "Anne's father." Lee's instinct for displaying the 
humanity of her subjects is best attested to by her portrayal of Tonny Ahlers, which is so engaging and frighteningly 
complex that readers will want to know more about him.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistAnne Frank's father, Otto, was the only member of the famous Amsterdam family to survive the concentration 
camps, and his postwar years were devoted to preserving Anne's memory by publishing her diary--perhaps the most 
widely read Holocaust work ever--and establishing a charitable foundation in her name. Life after Anne was as 
surrounded by controversy as it was filled with sorrow. Otto was criticized for his editing of his daughter's diary, 
chastised for dramatic adaptations downplaying the family's Jewishness, and even accused of wartime opportunism 
because of his company's contract with the Wehrmacht. The question of who betrayed the Franks to the authorities 
continues to be a hot topic in the Netherlands. This selection attempts to clear Otto's name while filling in the details of 
his life. Incorporating new interviews and previously unpublished fragments of Otto's own diary, Lee fingers a 
previously unsuspected informer, and her convincing detective work may, 60 years later, finally be the last word. 
Perhaps more important, her biography illustrates the complicated entanglement of resistance and complicity that still 
haunts Amsterdam. Brendan DriscollCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the 
AuthorCarol Ann Lee's first book, Roses from the Earth: The Biography of Anne Frank, has been translated into 
thirteen languages. She is also the author of The Hidden Life of Otto Frank and three books for children, Anne Frank's 
Story, A Friend Called Anne, and Anne Frank and the Children of the Holocaust. She lives in Yorkshire, England. 


